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The term "biography” seems insufficiently capacious to describe the singular
achievement of Joseph Frank's five-volume study of the life of the great Russian
novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky. One critic, writing upon the publication of the final
volume, casually tagged the series as the ultimate work on Dostoevsky "in any
language, and quite possibly forever."

Frank himself had not originally intended to undertake such a massive work. The
endeavor began in the early 1960s as an exploration of Dostoevsky's fiction, but
it later became apparent to Frank that a deeper appreciation of the fiction would
reguire a more ambitious engagement with the writer'slife, directly caught up as
Dostoevsky was with the cultural and political movements of mid- and late-
nineteenth-century Russia. Already in hisforties, Frank undertook to learn
Russian and embarked on what would become a five-volume work comprising
more than 2,500 pages. Theresult isan intellectual history of nineteenth-century
Russia, with Dostoevsky's mind as a refracting prism.

The volumes have won numerous prizes, among them the National Book Critics
Circle Award for Biography, the Christian Gauss Award of Phi Beta Kappa, the
Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and the James Russell Lowell Prize of the
Modern Language Association.
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Theterm "biography” seemsinsufficiently capacious to describe the singular achievement of Joseph Frank's
five-volume study of the life of the great Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky. One critic, writing upon the
publication of the final volume, casually tagged the series as the ultimate work on Dostoevsky "in any
language, and quite possibly forever."

Frank himself had not originally intended to undertake such a massive work. The endeavor began in the early
1960s as an exploration of Dostoevsky's fiction, but it later became apparent to Frank that a deeper
appreciation of the fiction would require a more ambitious engagement with the writer's life, directly caught
up as Dostoevsky was with the cultural and political movements of mid- and late-nineteenth-century Russia.
Already in hisforties, Frank undertook to learn Russian and embarked on what would become a five-volume
work comprising more than 2,500 pages. The result is an intellectual history of nineteenth-century Russia,
with Dostoevsky's mind as a refracting prism.

The volumes have won numerous prizes, among them the National Book Critics Circle Award for
Biography, the Christian Gauss Award of Phi Beta Kappa, the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and the James
Russell Lowell Prize of the Modern Language Association.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Clearly, awork in the masterpiece class."--Hilton Kramer, New York Times Book Review

From the Back Cover

The present is the first in a series devoted to the life and works of Dostoevsky. As presently planned, it will
be composed of four volumes, dealing, in chronological sequence, each with another period of Dostoevsky's
life.

About the Author

Joseph Frank is Professor of Comparative Literature Emeritus at Princeton University and Professor of
Comparative Literature and Slavic Languages and Literature Emeritus at Stanford University. Previous
volumes of Dostoevsky have received the National Book Critics Circle Award for Biography, two Christian
Gauss Awards, two James Russell Lowell Awards, a Los Angeles Book prize and other honours. In addition
to the previous volumes of Dostoevsky, Frank is author of Through the Russian Prism: Essays on Literature
and Culture.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Howard:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Dostoevsky: The Seeds of Revolt, 1821-1849.

Samual Larkin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Dostoevsky:
The Seeds of Revolt, 1821-1849 suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Dostoevsky: The Seeds of Revolt, 1821-1849is the main of several books that will
everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their ideain the simple
way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Jonathan Garcia:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-



book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Dostoevsky: The Seeds of Revolt, 1821-1849 can give
you alot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Dostoevsky: The Seeds of Revolt, 1821-
1849.

Betty Freeman:

Y ou can get this Dostoevsky: The Seeds of Revolt, 1821-1849 by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just smply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challengeif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. Itis
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose proper ways
for you.
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