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An eye-opening examination of Latin America'srole as proving ground for
U.S. imperial strategiesand tactics

In recent years, one book after another has sought to take the measure of the
Bush administration's aggressive foreign policy. In their search for precedents,
they invoke the Roman and British empires as well as postwar reconstructions of
Germany and Japan. Y et they consistently ignore the one place where the United
States had its most formative imperial experience: Latin America.

A brilliant excavation of along-obscured history, Empire's Workshop is the first
book to show how Latin America has functioned as alaboratory for American
extraterritorial rule. Historian Greg Grandin follows the United States imperial
operations, from Thomas Jefferson's aspirations for an "empire of liberty" in
Cuba and Spanish Florida, to Ronald Reagan's support for brutally oppressive but
U.S.-friendly regimesin Central America. He traces the origins of Bush's policies
to Latin America, where many of the administration's leading lights—John
Negroponte, Elliott Abrams, Otto Reich—first embraced the deployment of
military power to advance free-market economics and first enlisted the
evangelical movement in support of their ventures.

With much of Latin Americanow in open rebellion against U.S. domination,
Grandin concludes with avital question: If Washington has failed to bring
prosperity and democracy to Latin America—its own backyard
"workshop"—what are the chances it will do so for the world?
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An eye-opening examination of Latin America'srole as proving ground for U.S. imperial strategies
and tactics

In recent years, one book after another has sought to take the measure of the Bush administration's
aggressive foreign policy. In their search for precedents, they invoke the Roman and British empires as well
as postwar reconstructions of Germany and Japan. Y et they consistently ignore the one place where the
United States had its most formative imperial experience: Latin America.

A brilliant excavation of along-obscured history, Empire's Workshop is the first book to show how Latin
America has functioned as alaboratory for American extraterritorial rule. Historian Greg Grandin follows
the United States imperial operations, from Thomas Jefferson’s aspirations for an "empire of liberty" in Cuba
and Spanish Florida, to Ronald Reagan's support for brutally oppressive but U.S.-friendly regimesin Central
America. He traces the origins of Bush's policiesto Latin America, where many of the administration's
leading lights—John Negroponte, Elliott Abrams, Otto Reich—first embraced the deployment of military
power to advance free-market economics and first enlisted the evangelical movement in support of their
ventures.

With much of Latin America now in open rebellion against U.S. domination, Grandin concludes with avital
question: If Washington has failed to bring prosperity and democracy to Latin America—its own backyard
"workshop"—what are the chances it will do so for the world?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Americas post-9/11 policy of ideaistic military adventurism has along history, argues thisincisive study.
NY U historian Grandin (The Blood of Guatemala) sketches the vexed course of U.S. relations with Latin
America, but focuses on the Reagan administration's involvement in Central America during the 1980s,
when it backed the Salvadoran government in a brutal civil war against left-wing insurgents and the
Nicaraguan Contras against the Sandinista regime. Then as now, Grandin contends, Washington justified a
militarist stance by citing athreat to America (Communists advancing on the Rio Grande) and championing
democracy and human rights. Americadid not send troops but did sponsor native death squadsin El
Salvador, and the author notes recent press reports that the U.S. military is sponsoring similar death squads
in Irag. Grandin's conception of American imperialism—covering everything from outright invasion to
corporate investment and Fed interest-rate hikes—is too broad, and he overstates the importance of Central
Americain the making of the American New Right. But this timely book offers an analysis of the ideological
foundations of today's foreign policy consensus and a cautionary tale about its dark legacy. (May 8)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Most Americans pay little attention to our southern neighbors; however, according to NYU Latin American
history professor Grandin, the U.S. government has indeed been paying attention to the region. Grandin
contends that Latin America has been atesting ground--a laboratory, if you will--for the U.S. government to
exercise its imperialistic tendencies. Grandin argues that U.S.-Latin American relations, from the
administration of Thomas Jefferson up to the present Bush presidency, should be seen as sure indication the
U.S. has aways harbored imperial intentions. Our interventions in Latin America, both military and
economic, have gone on repeatedly over the decades and reveal that the current administration's foreign
policy, built on the concept of using military action to spread and establish our "ideals," is nothing new; it's
been practiced in Latin America again and again. Contentious, certainly, but well presented. Brad Hooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"The Americans who engineered countless military coups, death squads and massacres in Latin America
never paid for their crimes -- instead they got promoted and they're now running the 'War on Terror.' Grandin
had always been a brilliant historian, now he uses those detective skillsin abook that is absolutely crucia to
understanding our present."

--Naomi Klein, author of No Logo

"Greg Grandin knows the history of modern Guatemala better than anybody el se in the world outside of that
country-and therefore understands the nature of U.S. attitudes and action toward Latin America at their most
disturbing. This grants him keen insight into the manic ferocity behind U.S. imperialism across the globe
today, which he describesin fine, rich, vivid, bitter detail. Grandin also shrewdly observes that the outrages
possiblein little U.S. neo-colonies are not so easy to accomplish on agrand scale. His admirable book
deserves many, many serious readers.”

--John Womack, Robert Woods Bliss Professor of Latin American History and Economics, Harvard
University and author of Zapata
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Julian Loredo:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Empire's Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism
(American Empire Project).

Selma McDaniel:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are still students or it for al people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Empire's Workshop: Latin America,
the United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism (American Empire Project). All type of book could
you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Julie Chambers;

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Empire's Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New
Imperialism (American Empire Project) this publication consist alot of the information in the condition of
thisworld now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this
book. Thisiswhy this book suited al of you.

L uther Jensen:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Empire's Workshop: Latin America, the
United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism (American Empire Project) can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
new erais common not anerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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