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Alison Goodman's first novel - in a very special new edition!

Seventeen-year-old Joss is a rebel, and a student of time travel at the prestigious
Centre for Neo-Historical Studies. This year, for the first time, the Centre has an
alien student: Mavkel, from the planet Choria. And Mavkel has chosen Joss, of
all people, as his roommate and study partner. Then Mavkel gets sick. Joss
quickly realizes that his will to live is draining away. The only way she can help
Mavkel is by breaking the Centre's strictest rules - and that means going back in
time to change history. This new Firebird edition of Alison Goodman's acclaimed
first genre-bending adventure features a short story about Joss and Mav's after-
book adventures, originally published in Firebirds Rising.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 8 Up-This highly entertaining Australian novel is an unusual mixture of genres: time travel, comedic
mystery thriller, and realistic portrayal of familial and alien relationships. Surprisingly, it works extremely
well entirely due to the fact that the main character is so perfectly drawn. Joss Aaronson, 18, is an
independent, spirited, and feisty young woman with a sarcastic mouth. She rarely sees her mother, a famous
newscaster. Joss was conceived via a gene donor: "Straight from the petri dish to you." She's been expelled
from several boarding schools and is close to expulsion from a prestigious university program in time-travel
studies. For the first time, an alien from another planet has been admitted, and Joss is his study partner and
roommate. A wicked harmonica player, she is intrigued that Mavkel's species communicates by harmonizing
through song. His twin has died and he will, too, if he doesn't find someone with whom to join minds. He
chooses Joss, although to help him, she needs to find out who her father was. Thus, the partners embark on a
dangerous, illegal journey back in time. The plot and characterizations are well done; the book has lots of
action, witty dialogue, and pop-culture references, and sensitively portrays complicated relationships
between a mother and daughter, and members of different cultures. This book is more inventive than Mary
Logue's Dancing with an Alien (HarperCollins, 2000) and, unlike M. T. Anderson's Feed (Candlewick,
2002), the tone of the made-up language is meant to be funny. While easy to decipher, the language is a bit
crude. This intriguing and exciting read has lots of teen appeal.
Sharon Rawlins, Piscataway Public Library, NJ
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 7-12. Daughter of a sperm donor and a mother who is a famous newscaster, Joss is a wild, fun-loving girl
who plays the harmonica. She's also a student of time travel at the Centre for Neo-Historical Studies. Her life
turns upside down when Mavkel, the first Chorian to visit Earth, comes to study time travel and selects Joss
to be his roommate and study partner. The partnership puts a crimp in Joss' usual freewheeling lifestyle, but
she finds plenty of excitement and danger with Mavkel, including meeting an assassin and a confrontation
with an anti-alien lobby group. In addition, she's fascinated with Mavkel's heritage, especially with the fact
that the Chorians are a harmonizing species of twins who communicate through song. When Mavkel
becomes ill and ends up on the brink of death, Joss has to break the center's strictest rule and go back in time
to save her alien friend. This wildly entertaining novel successfully mixes adventure, humor, mystery, and sf
into a fast-paced, thrilling story that will appeal to a wide audience. Ed Sullivan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
A gripping tale in a fully-realized world. A winner. (Kirkus Reviews, starred review)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicky Bowman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Singing the Dogstar Blues ended up
being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


advantages for you. The publication Singing the Dogstar Blues is not only giving you more new information
but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Singing the Dogstar Blues. You never really feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sandra Alexander:

The book untitled Singing the Dogstar Blues contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period
of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Jessie Orlando:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Singing the Dogstar Blues can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

William Henderson:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Singing the Dogstar Blues can make you experience more interested to read.
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