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No one in this century can speak with greater authority on the progress of ideas
in biology than Ernst Mayr. And no book has ever established the life sciences so
firmly in the mainstream of Western intellectual history as The Growth of
Biological Thought. Ten years in preparation, this is a work of epic proportions,
tracing the development of the major problems of biology from the earliest
attempts to find order in the diversity of life, to modern research into the
mechanisms of gene transmission.
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Editorial Review

Review
Professor Mayr has written a monumental history of biological ideas...[It is] a marvelous course in evolution,
taught historically. For a reader who is willing to make the effort, this book provides one of the best and
most nearly complete discussions of these ideas to be found anywhere. It is an example of those rare books
in popular science which can teach scientists as well as laymen...[This book] is full of insights and historical
revelations. Nothing quite like The Growth of Biological Thought has been attempted before. It is a book that
could have been written only by a scientist in complete command of his subject. (Jeremy Bernstein New
Yorker)

This is an extraordinary, epic work in which Mayr once again shows himself a master of detail,
interpretation, and synthesis. (Douglas J. Futuyma Science)

The Growth of Biological Thought will be a richly rewarding experience...Mayr's vivid manner, his clear
analytical distinctions, his candor in meeting controversial issues head on, make his discussions as
stimulating as they are valuable. (Frederic L. Holmes Washington Post Book World)

Mayr concentrates on scientific problems and concepts, placing them in the intellectual milieu of each
historical period...Tightly drawn, highly opinionated presentations are invaluable in science, and Mr. Mayr's
[book] is certainly provocative. (James L. Gould New York Times Book Review)

This solid book...is essential reading for everyone at all interested in evolution, in biology or its history, or in
science in general. (A. J. Cain Nature)

Mayr's book is a book of great erudition and insight. No other single volume offers such an extensive
account of the history of the subjects in question while providing as penetrating a view of the nature of these
subjects. (Richard W. Burkhardt Times Higher Education Supplement)

From the Back Cover
No book has ever established the life sciences so firmly in the mainstream of Western intellectual history as
'The Growth of Biological Thought.' Ten years in preparation, this is a work of epic proportions, tracing the
development of the major problems of biology, from the earliest attempts to find order in the diversity of life
to modern research into the mechanisms of gene transmission.

About the Author
Ernst Mayr was Alexander Agassiz Professor of Zoology, Emeritus, at Harvard University. He was the
recipient of numerous honorary degrees and awards, including the Crafoord Prize for Biology, the National
Medal of Science, the Balzan Prize, and the Japan Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Sharon Wilson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Growth of Biological Thought: Diversity, Evolution, and
Inheritance. Try to make book The Growth of Biological Thought: Diversity, Evolution, and Inheritance as
your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Patrick Allen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Growth of Biological Thought: Diversity,
Evolution, and Inheritance as your daily resource information.

Richard Vedder:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Growth of Biological Thought: Diversity, Evolution, and Inheritance this e-book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Growth of Biological Thought:
Diversity, Evolution, and Inheritance which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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