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Fortunately for us, brothers Heinrich and Thomas Mann remained devoted and
eloquent correspondents even while disagreeing passionately on matters literary,
political, philosophical, and personal. In their correspondence, set against a
shifting backdrop of locations in Europe and America, mundane concerns blend
easily with astonishing artistic and critical insights. That these irrepressible
siblings were among the giants of twentieth-century letters gives their exchanges
unique literary and historical fascination.

Beginning in Germany and Italy at the turn of the century, the letters document
with disarming immediacy the brothers' views on aesthetics, politics, and the
social responsibility of the writer, as well as their mutual jealousy, admiration,
rivalry, and loyalty. The devastating rift caused by Thomas's support of Germany
during World War I and his brother's utter opposition to the war took many years
to mend, but they found their way back to friendship in the 1920s. After Hitler
rose to power, both writers ultimately sought refuge in the United States. The
letters offer a moving portrayal of their struggle, as novelists and socially
engaged intellectuals, to bear witness to the cataclysmic historical changes
around them and to their experience of exile, in Europe and then in America.
This first complete English translation of their correspondence is a dramatic
human dialogue and a major literary event.
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Fortunately for us, brothers Heinrich and Thomas Mann remained devoted and eloquent correspondents even
while disagreeing passionately on matters literary, political, philosophical, and personal. In their
correspondence, set against a shifting backdrop of locations in Europe and America, mundane concerns
blend easily with astonishing artistic and critical insights. That these irrepressible siblings were among the
giants of twentieth-century letters gives their exchanges unique literary and historical fascination.

Beginning in Germany and Italy at the turn of the century, the letters document with disarming immediacy
the brothers' views on aesthetics, politics, and the social responsibility of the writer, as well as their mutual
jealousy, admiration, rivalry, and loyalty. The devastating rift caused by Thomas's support of Germany
during World War I and his brother's utter opposition to the war took many years to mend, but they found
their way back to friendship in the 1920s. After Hitler rose to power, both writers ultimately sought refuge in
the United States. The letters offer a moving portrayal of their struggle, as novelists and socially engaged
intellectuals, to bear witness to the cataclysmic historical changes around them and to their experience of
exile, in Europe and then in America. This first complete English translation of their correspondence is a
dramatic human dialogue and a major literary event.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This collection of all extant letters between authors and brothers Thomas (Buddenbrooks, The Magic
Mountain) and Heinrich Mann (The Blue Angel) is a welcome addition to the Mann canon. Most of these
letters have never appeared in English before. The brothers had a fascinating if often strained relationship,
owing partly to a difference in literary ideals (in 1903 Thomas slammed Heinrich's literary sensationalism),
but the brothers' most serious clash concerned Germany's role in World War I. The letters present a
sometimes sickly, often querulous Thomas and a more evenhanded and forgiving Heinrich, though their
correspondence is rather one-sided at the beginning since few of Heinrich's early letters have survived.
Besides an introduction and a documents section, the book contains more than 100 pages of notes. A
fascinating and useful collection of interest to scholars and general Mann readers.?Bruce Scheuneman, Texas
A&M Univ., Kingsville
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
The brothers Mann, both articulate witnesses of this century's European upheaval, give lively testimony to
their usually competing perceptions. Thomas Mann and his older brother, Heinrich, were both prominent
novelists in Germany before the First World War. Though they had much in common, they fell out
politically and philosophically with each other over their competing visions of Germany. Thomas was a
deeply conservative, anti-Western nationalist; Heinrich was a francophile advocate of Western democracy,
an avowed opponent of Germany's prevailing romantic nationalism. The war brought their rivalry to a head
and provides this fine volume with its most compelling, bitter, and revealing letters--revealing about
Germany at the time, about the sibling rivalry of two novelists, about myriad fascinating details of their
private and writing lives. The underlying love-hate relationship that defines all their exchanges to one degree
or another lends this book the character of an epistolary novel: Thomas's internationally rising star vs. his
older brother's decline into obscurity. Thomas, of course, is best known in the US for his cosmopolitan
commitment to Western democracy during the Nazi era. The letters to and from his brother clarify just how
gradually the shift in his thinking occurred and what its limits were. It took the great novelist a good long
while under considerable pressure from Heinrich and his children to break with Nazi Germany entirely.
Happily, this beautifully edited and translated volume contains copiously informative notes and explanations.
Anthony Heilbut's (Thomas Mann: Eros and Literature, 1996) foreword helps to situate the renewed interest
in the brothers Mann. Edited by Hans Wysling, longtime director of the Thomas Mann Archive in Zurich,
this first complete English translation of the correspondence is an exemplary edition. The letters of the
brothers Mann constitute a crucial document of 20th-century German culture and politics, and they are by
any standard fine reading. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Terry Kopp:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Letters of Heinrich and Thomas
Mann, 1900-1949 (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism, No 12). All type of book can you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Michael Sheridan:

The e-book with title The Letters of Heinrich and Thomas Mann, 1900-1949 (Weimar and Now: German
Cultural Criticism, No 12) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Dwight Richardson:

This The Letters of Heinrich and Thomas Mann, 1900-1949 (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism,
No 12) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using
great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Letters of Heinrich and Thomas
Mann, 1900-1949 (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism, No 12) in your hand like having the world
in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or
fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt in which?

Mark Smith:

This The Letters of Heinrich and Thomas Mann, 1900-1949 (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism,
No 12) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having little digest in reading this The Letters of Heinrich and Thomas Mann, 1900-1949 (Weimar and
Now: German Cultural Criticism, No 12) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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