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When The Nightless City was first published in 1899, it was deemed taboo in
polite circles. It is now considered a valuable historical document—albeit still
provocative—as a pioneering sociological study of the Yoshiwara Yukwaku:
Tokyo's infamous red-light district where the giving of pleasure became both a
tradition and a business. A consequence of old Japan's polygamous family
system (where men had multiple wives who bore them many children), the
Yoshiwara quarter offered a rough road to survival for the surplus daughters,
many of whom were sold into prostitution by families who could not afford to
keep them. It was thus regarded as a "necessary evil" that thrived from the late
nineteenth century well into the 1950s. Despite its dark underbelly of slavery and
abuse, the area was celebrated for its veneer of gaiety and the refinement of
pleasure. In fact, the Yoshiwara district held such an honored place in Japanese
tradition (and sexual tourism) that its demise in 1957 was lamented all over the
world. Rich in detail pertaining to the many aspects of Yoshiwara life—folklore,
ceremony, costume, erotic practices, and the like—The Nightless City is a
compelling examination of life behind the teahouse doors. Two maps and over 40
plates of illustrations are included from the original edition.
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When The Nightless City was first published in 1899, it was deemed taboo in polite circles. It is now
considered a valuable historical document—albeit still provocative—as a pioneering sociological study of
the Yoshiwara Yukwaku: Tokyo's infamous red-light district where the giving of pleasure became both a
tradition and a business. A consequence of old Japan's polygamous family system (where men had multiple
wives who bore them many children), the Yoshiwara quarter offered a rough road to survival for the surplus
daughters, many of whom were sold into prostitution by families who could not afford to keep them. It was
thus regarded as a "necessary evil" that thrived from the late nineteenth century well into the 1950s. Despite
its dark underbelly of slavery and abuse, the area was celebrated for its veneer of gaiety and the refinement
of pleasure. In fact, the Yoshiwara district held such an honored place in Japanese tradition (and sexual
tourism) that its demise in 1957 was lamented all over the world. Rich in detail pertaining to the many
aspects of Yoshiwara life—folklore, ceremony, costume, erotic practices, and the like—The Nightless City is
a compelling examination of life behind the teahouse doors. Two maps and over 40 plates of illustrations are
included from the original edition.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on
History, Political and Social Science).

Robert Hay:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Nightless City:
Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science)? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Christopher Hill:

This book untitled The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History,
Political and Social Science) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop
or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
reserve from your list.

Cynthia Harvell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Nightless City: Geisha and
Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said
as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It



can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History,
Political and Social Science) become your starter.
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