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"Delicious . . . richly riveting . . . The Vacationers offers all the delights of a
fluffy, read-it-with-sunglasses-on-the-beach read, made substantial by the
exceptional wit, insight, intelligence and talents of its author.”—People (four
stars)

An irresistible, deftly observed novel from the New York Times-bestselling
author of Modern Lovers— about the secrets, joys, and jealousies that rise to the
surface over the course of an American family’s two-week stay in Mallorca.

For the Posts, a two-week trip to the Balearic island of Mallorca with their
extended family and friends is a celebration: Franny and Jim are observing their
thirty-fifth wedding anniversary, and their daughter, Sylvia, has graduated from
high school. The sunlit island, its mountains and beaches, its tapas and tennis
courts, also promise an escape from the tensions simmering at home in
Manhattan. But all does not go according to plan: over the course of the vacation,
secrets come to light, old and new humiliations are experienced, childhood
rivalries resurface, and ancient wounds are exacerbated.

This is a story of the sides of ourselves that we choose to show and those we try
to conceal, of the ways we tear each other down and build each other up again,
and the bonds that ultimately hold us together. With wry humor and tremendous
heart, Emma Straub delivers a richly satisfying story of a family in the midst of a
maelstrom of change, emerging irrevocably altered yet whole.
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"Delicious . . . richly riveting . . . The Vacationers offers all the delights of a fluffy, read-it-with-
sunglasses-on-the-beach read, made substantial by the exceptional wit, insight, intelligence and talents
of its author.”—People (four stars)

An irresistible, deftly observed novel from the New York Times-bestselling author of Modern Lovers— about
the secrets, joys, and jealousies that rise to the surface over the course of an American family’s two-week
stay in Mallorca.

For the Posts, a two-week trip to the Balearic island of Mallorca with their extended family and friends is a
celebration: Franny and Jim are observing their thirty-fifth wedding anniversary, and their daughter, Sylvia,
has graduated from high school. The sunlit island, its mountains and beaches, its tapas and tennis courts, also
promise an escape from the tensions simmering at home in Manhattan. But all does not go according to plan:
over the course of the vacation, secrets come to light, old and new humiliations are experienced, childhood
rivalries resurface, and ancient wounds are exacerbated.

This is a story of the sides of ourselves that we choose to show and those we try to conceal, of the ways we
tear each other down and build each other up again, and the bonds that ultimately hold us together. With wry
humor and tremendous heart, Emma Straub delivers a richly satisfying story of a family in the midst of a
maelstrom of change, emerging irrevocably altered yet whole.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

An Amazon Best Book of the Month, June 2014: Here's the funny thing about family: there's no one you
love more than your relatives, and yet they're also the people who push your buttons the most. Emma Straub
has captured this dilemma in her pitch-perfect second novel The Vacationers. The Post family’s vacation to
the Balearic island of Mallorca is one fraught with jealousy and quiet secrets. It's an anniversary for parents
Franny and Jim, who are making amends for some rocky marital misgivings; their son Bobby and his much-
maligned older girlfriend Carmen have a financial favor to ask; and high school-age daughter Sylvia has
made it her mission to lose her virginity to her Spanish tutor. The novel is warm--not just for the sunny
beaches that surround Mallorca, but for the compassion and humor that Straub imbues in her characters. The
Vacationers is a summer read for sure, but you'd be hard pressed to find a smarter one. --Kevin Nguyen

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—In this delightful concoction, family and friends come together for two weeks of summer vacation
on the island of Mallorca. Franny is a freelance magazine writer about food from different regions. She's
currently not speaking to her husband, a magazine editor recently dismissed for sleeping with an employee
only a few years older than their daughter, Sylvia. The teen cannot wait to start at Brown University in the
fall. All she wants from this vacation is to lose her virginity and try to forget her best friend's betrayal. Cue
Joan, the gorgeous local college boy Franny has hired to tutor Sylvia in Spanish. Also in attendance, Franny's
best friend of 40 years, Charles, to provide comfort and counsel. Charles and his husband, Lawrence, are
waiting to hear whether they've been chosen to adopt a baby boy. Sylvia's older brother Bobby and Bobby's
much-older girlfriend, Carmen fly in from Miami. Straub fleshes out all of these characters, effortlessly
illuminating their foibles and mistakes, mitigated by the grace of forgiveness and familial understanding. Just
as a great recipe is balanced and spiced, so Straub mixes the stress and comedy of a family vacation spent in
close quarters to delightful effect.—Angela Carstensen, Convent of the Sacred Heart, New York City

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Straub’s second novel (Laura Lamont’s Life in Pictures, 2012) is contained in the two-
week vacation of the extended Post family: Franny and Jim, married over 30 years; their teen daughter,
Sylvia; twentysomething son Bobby, his girlfriend, Carmen, in tow; and Franny’s best friend, Charles, and
his husband, Lawrence. Trading one grand island for another, the mainly Manhattanites arrive in Mallorca
with, of course, a few secrets tucked in their literal baggage—and so begin the games that occur above the
plane of the Scrabble board. Jim has suddenly left his beloved magazine job, and not everyone knows the
circumstances; Sylvia’s excitement to get to Brown might have more to do with leaving home; Carmen
wishes Bobby would ask his parents for that favor already; and it’s more than work e-mails keeping
Lawrence searching for a Wi-Fi signal. Straub masters a constantly changing flow of perspectives as readers
wonder who will forgive and be forgiven in this sun-soaked, remote paradise. Spongy and dear, sharply
observed and funny, Straub’s domestic-drama-goes-abroad is a delightful study of the complexities of family
and love, and the many distractions from both. --Annie Bostrom

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Doris McNeal:

Here thing why that The Vacationers: A Novel are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
The Vacationers: A Novel giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with The Vacationers: A Novel. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Vacationers: A Novel in e-book can be your option.

Eddie Bussell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Vacationers: A Novel.

Ira Atwood:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Vacationers: A Novel, you could
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Carol Ramirez:

This The Vacationers: A Novel is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Vacationers: A Novel can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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