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What do we find when we dig up the past?

Whether by curious Boy Scouts and ''backyard archaeologists'' or competitive
collectors and knowledge-hungry anthropologists, the excavation of native
remains is a time-honored practice fraught with injustice and simmering
resentments.

Grave Matters is the history of the treatment of native remains in California and
the story of the complicated relationship between researcher and researched.
Tony Platt begins his journey with his son's funeral at Big Lagoon, a seaside
village in pastoral Humboldt County in Northern California, once O-pyuweg, a
bustling center for the Yurok and the site of a plundered native cemetery. Platt
travels the globe in search of the answer to the question: How do we reconcile a
place of extraordinary beauty with its horrific past?

Grave Matters centers around the Yurok people and the eventual movement to
repatriate remains and reclaim ancient rights, but it is also a universal story of
coming to terms with the painful legacy of a sorrowful past.
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What do we find when we dig up the past?

Whether by curious Boy Scouts and ''backyard archaeologists'' or competitive collectors and knowledge-
hungry anthropologists, the excavation of native remains is a time-honored practice fraught with injustice
and simmering resentments.

Grave Matters is the history of the treatment of native remains in California and the story of the complicated
relationship between researcher and researched. Tony Platt begins his journey with his son's funeral at Big
Lagoon, a seaside village in pastoral Humboldt County in Northern California, once O-pyuweg, a bustling
center for the Yurok and the site of a plundered native cemetery. Platt travels the globe in search of the
answer to the question: How do we reconcile a place of extraordinary beauty with its horrific past?

Grave Matters centers around the Yurok people and the eventual movement to repatriate remains and
reclaim ancient rights, but it is also a universal story of coming to terms with the painful legacy of a
sorrowful past.
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Editorial Review

Review
''This is how social and cultural history should be written.'' --George Lipsitz, author of How Racism Takes
Place

''A must read for archaeologists--something I never learned in college.'' --Janet Eidsness, consultant in
heritage resources management, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Blue Lake Rancheria

''An original, haunting, and necessary tour de force of a book.'' --Orin Starn, professor of cultural
anthropology and history at Duke University and author of Ishi's Brain: In Search of America's Last ''Wild''
Indian

''In graceful, seamless prose, a story worthy of the epic poets.'' --North Coast Journal

About the Author
Tony Platt is the author of ten books and more than 150 essays and articles on race, inequality, and social
justice in American history, among them Bloodlines: Recovering Hitler's Nuremberg Laws, From Patton's
Trophy to Public Memorial, and The Child Savers: The Invention of Delinquency, which was reissued as a
fortieth-anniversary edition in 2009. Platt, now a professor emeritus, taught at the University of Chicago, the
University of California, Berkeley, and California State University, Sacramento, where he received awards
for teaching and scholarship. He has been a visiting professor at Chuo University, Tokyo, and at Queen's
University, Belfast, and was a visiting researcher at the Huntington Library and the National Museum of
American History. Platt has written for the Los Angeles Times, the San Francisco Chronicle, Truthdig.com,
the History News Network, Z Magazine, Monthly Review, and the Guardian, and his commentaries have
aired on NPR. His publications have been translated into four languages. Tony Platt lives in Berkeley and
Big Lagoon, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Grave Matters:
Excavating California's Buried Past book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Teresa Powers:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing



video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Grave Matters: Excavating California's Buried Past it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Samara Reed:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Grave Matters: Excavating
California's Buried Past that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Grave Matters: Excavating California's Buried Past become your
starter.

John Moreno:

You may get this Grave Matters: Excavating California's Buried Past by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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