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Peggy Guggenheim emerges in Mistress of Modernism as the ultimate self-
invented woman, a cultural mover and shaker who broke away from her poor-
little-rich-girl origins to shape a life for herself as the enfant terrible of the art
world. Peggy's visionary Art of This Century gallery in New York, which
brought together the European surrealist artists with the American abstract
expressionists, was an epoch-shaking "happening" at the center of its time.
Dearborn's unprecedented access to the Guggenheim family, friends, and papers
contributes rich insight to Peggy's traumatic childhood in German-Jewish "Our
Crowd" New York, her self-education in the ways of art and artists, her caustic
battles with other art-collecting Guggenheims, and her legendary sexual
appetites: her lovers included Max Ernst, Samuel Beckett, and Marcel Duchamp,
to name a mere few. Here too is a poignant portrait of Peggy's last years as
l'ultima dogaressa -- the last duchess -- in her palazzo in Venice, where her
collection still draws thousands of visitors every year.
Mistress of Modernism is the first definitive biography of a woman whose wit,
passion, and provocative legacy come compellingly to life.
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enfant terrible of the art world. Peggy's visionary Art of This Century gallery in New York, which brought
together the European surrealist artists with the American abstract expressionists, was an epoch-shaking
"happening" at the center of its time.
Dearborn's unprecedented access to the Guggenheim family, friends, and papers contributes rich insight to
Peggy's traumatic childhood in German-Jewish "Our Crowd" New York, her self-education in the ways of
art and artists, her caustic battles with other art-collecting Guggenheims, and her legendary sexual appetites:
her lovers included Max Ernst, Samuel Beckett, and Marcel Duchamp, to name a mere few. Here too is a
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where her collection still draws thousands of visitors every year.
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legacy come compellingly to life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Dearborn celebrates Guggenheim, the iconoclastic doyenne of abstract expressionism, in this appreciative,
thorough biography. Born in 1898 to a "poor" branch of the family, Guggenheim moved to Europe in 1920,
where she befriended such modernist notables as Djuna Barnes and Marcel Duchamp. After two failed
marriages (to alcoholic, volatile writers), Guggenheim began to collect surrealist and other modern art
seriously, opening the Guggenheim Jeune in London in 1938. During WWII, she preserved numerous
artworks—and artists—by getting them to the U.S.; she also began a long, turbulent relationship with Max
Ernst. In wartime New York, Guggenheim opened Art of This Century; the explosively popular gallery
brought fame to Jackson Pollock, Joseph Cornell and others. Dearborn, who has authored biographies of
Norman Mailer and Henry Miller, underscores Guggenheim's professional achievements, but salacious
details and physical descriptions—of her infamous nose, her delicate ankles—sometimes win out over
character analysis and art history. Although Dearborn seems to rely a good deal on Guggenheim's sensational
1946 autobiography, Out of This Century, which publicized her artists and myriad lovers alike, her research
and interviews with family and friends add rich, gossipy detail about the heiress's life. With its fluid prose
and provocative subject, this book will appeal to art lovers interested in more than the paint. B&w photos not
seen by PW.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
How few of America's major museums would exist without the passion and zeal of art collectors and the
dealers who advised them, and yet, how rarely their fascinating stories are told. Bohemian art impresario and
collector Peggy Guggenheim has often been trivialized. Anton Gill's Art Lover (2002) offers a more balanced
view, and now Dearborn presents a freshly judicious, multidimensional, and sympathetic portrait laced with
new and revelatory documentation. With drive and clarity, Dearborn charts Guggenheim's peripatetic life in
France and England during the heady 1920s and 1930s; her traumatic relationships with unstable, even
violent men; and the crystallization of her mission to support avant-garde art. After helping artists escape the
Nazis at great personal risk, Guggenheim opened her innovative New York gallery, where she was the first
to exhibit such seminal modern artists as de Chirico, Giacometti, Pollock, and Rothko. Dearborn thoroughly
analyzes Guggenheim's flaws--her low self-esteem, abysmal failure as a mother, and lack of intellectual rigor
(although Dearborn herself is shaky on aesthetics)--yet vehemently defends Guggenheim against the
vociferous, clearly misogynistic criticism of her free-spirited ways. Ultimately, Guggenheim comes into
focus as a beleaguered champion not only for avant-garde artists but also for sexual equality and freedom of
expression in all aspects of life. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Mary V. Dearborn is the author of MAILER: A BIOGRAPHY, as well as biographies of Henry Miller, John
Dewey and Anzia Yezierska, and Louise Bryant. Dearborn holds a doctorate in English and Comparative
Literature from Columbia University, where she was a Mellon Fellow in the Humanities. Dearborn currently
resides in New York.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Mistress of Modernism: The
Life of Peggy Guggenheim to read.

Stephen Beatty:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that Mistress of Modernism: The Life of
Peggy Guggenheim book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mikel Davis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Mistress of Modernism: The Life of Peggy Guggenheim why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Charles Gray:

This Mistress of Modernism: The Life of Peggy Guggenheim is great e-book for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Mistress of Modernism: The Life of Peggy Guggenheim in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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