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A shy transfer student studying paleontology, Kevin arrives at Sunnydale and
finds a mentor in Daniel. When Buffy starts hearing rumours about alligators in
the sewers she begins to wonder about Kevin and Daniel. In fact, they are
unwittingly out to destroy her.
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Editorial Review

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Chapter 1

Let's see, Buffy Summers thought. Where would I rather be? Here in the dark, standing by a dirty and
disgusting headstone -- cracked on one side and covered with mold and something else I don't even want to
identify, or --

A branch snapped behind her.

She did a neat, tight spin, ready to fight, with the fingers of one hand curled comfortably around a wooden
stake, but there was no one there. Buffy scowled, yet didn't drop her guard. It might be a bird or a raccoon,
even someone's pet cat; what it would definitely be the instant she slipped up was some ugly bloodsucker
trying to make her into a midnight snack. There was something out there -- she just knew it. It would be so
much nicer if they'd just get it over with so she could go home. It was Sunday night, for crying out loud. All
good people, children, and monsters, should be put away for the Sabbath...or something like that.

She heard another snap, not quite muffled by a line of waist-high bushes separating two sections of the
cemetery. Friend or foe?

Foe!

Instinct made Buffy leap to the left. She twisted in midair and when she landed she was already facing the
thing that had just pounced on the spot where she'd been standing only a split second before. It was a girl, no
more than seven or eight years old and done up for a proper burial in a white lace dress adorned with ribbons
and tiny, pink satin roses. Red hair divided into what should have been perfect braids, except now they, and
the rest of her burial outfit, were full of dirt, leaves, and bits of sod. Damn -- the grown-up ones were bad
enough, but Buffy hated it when the night's vamp turned out to be a child.

"Okay," Buffy said in a reasonable tone of voice. Did vampire kidlets listen any better than real ones? "We
can do this the easy way, or the hard way. Your choice."

The little girl grinned at her, showing pointed white fangs beneath the classic twisted brow and glinting,
yellow eyes. She took a step forward and Buffy tensed --

-- then yelped in surprise as someone else grabbed her shoulders from behind.

Fetid breath stung her nostrils -- she hated that -- and a second, older vampire tried to fasten its mouth on the
right side of her neck. She scrunched up her shoulder and slammed her head sideways simultaneously; the
creature howled and let go of her as it took the hit along its eyebrow. It stumbled back at the same time as the
childish bloodsucker darted forward and tried to spring at her, but Buffy swatted the girl away as though she
were nothing more than an annoying mosquito. The adult vamp growled and lunged, but Buffy slipped
sideways under its outstretched arms and came up behind it, burying her stake deep into the center of its
back. Her weapon found the heart-point inside the creature's body and rewarded her with a midair explosion
of black-brown dust.



Great, Buffy thought. One down, one-half to g --

"Hey!" she said in surprise. "Where'd you go?"

A quick scan and she saw the little girl crouching behind one of the larger tombstones about twenty feet
away -- even full of graveyard dirt, it was hard to camouflage that white dress in a cemetery near midnight.
Buffy covered the distance in a heartbeat and hauled the snarling vampire-child out into the open, trying to
get the little monster into a position where she could be staked. It was like fighting with a wildcat, the girl's
size and flexibility making her movements a lot more energetic than Buffy expected, but finally the Slayer
managed to straddle her. Holding the vamp-kid down with her left hand, Buffy raised the stake in her right.

"Time to go to sleep," she said as gently as she could.

"I don't want to!" the girl wailed. "The boogey-monster is down there!"

Buffy started to retort that the girl was the boogey-monster, then decided against it. Bad enough the child
was going to die for the second time. The girl bucked and nearly threw her off as she clawed at the ground
and tried to sit up. "Be still and let's just get this over with!" Buffy grunted.

"No!" the vamp screamed in a high-pitched voice. "I want to stay awake!"

Her voice cut off as Buffy slammed her down yet again. Enough of this. The stake was on its downward
swing as she heard the small vampire's next words, and Buffy couldn't have pulled her strike if she'd tried.

"You'll see!" the child shrieked. "It's just about to wake up --"

Dust.

Buffy's backside hit hard-packed soil as the mini-bloodsucker disintegrated beneath her. The air went out of
her with a little whuff sound and she blinked and frowned at the breeze-blown pile of nothingness that a
second before might have been telling her something she needed to know. "What's going to wake up?" she
demanded uselessly. Like dust particles could speak.

She stood and brushed herself off, automatically checking the shadows surrounding her. She brought the
stake up defensively when one shadow amid the trees at the end of the walkway disengaged itself from the
rest, then relaxed as Angel, his skin as pale as the moon, strode silently over to stand in front of her. Dark
clothes, dark hair, dark eyes...he looked handsome enough to make her heart ache.

"Better late than never?" she said a little sourly. She hoped she didn't have vamp dust in her hair.

His calm expression didn't change. "You were holding your own."

They stared at each other for a few seconds, then Buffy forced herself to look away from him. She needed to
think about something else -- anything else -- besides how badly she wanted to be in his arms, so she grabbed
for the most recent thing floating inside her brain. "Did you hear what that vamp kid said?" she asked. "Right
before I skewered her? Something about a boogey-monster waking up."

Angel shrugged. "She was a kid. She could've been talking about anything."

But there was a catch in his tone that made Buffy look at him hard. "What?" she demanded. "You're not
telling me something."



"Only because I don't know," he said as they began following the path that led out of the cemetery. "I've
heard a few whispers, but nothing specific."

"Whispers about what?"

"That's the thing," Angel told her. "For all I know it could be a new prophecy or some weird way the planets
are aligning this week. Nobody will say. But there's a kind of general...anxiety going around, like something
big is coming."

Buffy thought about this for a few moments as she walked next to him. "Like something big is coming," she
repeated softly. "Or..." She looked back to where the vampire child was now nothing more than a memory
blown apart by the night wind.

"Or something's waking up...."

™ © 2000 by Twentieth Centure Fox Film Corporation. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benedict Wilkerson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Paleo (Buffy the Vampire Slayer (Pocket
Paperback Numbered)) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Lawrence Hurst:

Precisely why? Because this Paleo (Buffy the Vampire Slayer (Pocket Paperback Numbered)) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Santos Ball:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Paleo (Buffy the Vampire Slayer (Pocket Paperback Numbered))



why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Belinda Bridges:

The book untitled Paleo (Buffy the Vampire Slayer (Pocket Paperback Numbered)) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
study.
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