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Studies on the Abuse and Decline of Reason is a series of fascinating essays on
the study of social phenomena. How to best and most accurately study social
interactions has long been debated intensely, and there are two main approaches:
the positivists, who ignore intent and belief and draw on methods based in the
sciences; and the nonpositivists, who argue that opinions and ideas drive action
and are central to understanding social behavior. F. A. Hayek’s opposition to the
positivists and their claims to scientific rigor and certainty in the study of human
behavior is a running theme of this important book.

Hayek argues that the vast number of elements whose interactions create social
structures and institutions make it unlikely that social science can predict precise
outcomes. Instead, he contends, we should strive to simply understand the
principles by which phenomena are produced. For Hayek this modesty of
aspirations went hand in hand with his concern over widespread enthusiasm for
economic planning. As a result, these essays are relevant to ongoing debates
within the social sciences and to discussion about the role government can and
should play in the economy.
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Studies on the Abuse and Decline of Reason is a series of fascinating essays on the study of social
phenomena. How to best and most accurately study social interactions has long been debated intensely, and
there are two main approaches: the positivists, who ignore intent and belief and draw on methods based in
the sciences; and the nonpositivists, who argue that opinions and ideas drive action and are central to
understanding social behavior. F. A. Hayek’s opposition to the positivists and their claims to scientific rigor
and certainty in the study of human behavior is a running theme of this important book.

Hayek argues that the vast number of elements whose interactions create social structures and institutions
make it unlikely that social science can predict precise outcomes. Instead, he contends, we should strive to
simply understand the principles by which phenomena are produced. For Hayek this modesty of aspirations
went hand in hand with his concern over widespread enthusiasm for economic planning. As a result, these
essays are relevant to ongoing debates within the social sciences and to discussion about the role government
can and should play in the economy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

F. A. Hayek (1899-1992), recipient of the Medal of Freedom in 1991 and co-winner of the Nobel Memorial
Prize in Economics in 1974, was a pioneer in monetary theory and a leading proponent of classical
liberalism  in the twentieth century. He taught at the University of London, the University of Chicago, and
the University of Freiburg.

Bruce Caldwell is research professor of economics and director of the Center for the History of Political
Economy at Duke University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Studies on
the Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and Documents (The Collected Works of F. A. Hayek)? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lisa McCann:

The book Studies on the Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and Documents (The Collected Works of F. A.
Hayek) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the good thing like a book Studies on the Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and
Documents (The Collected Works of F. A. Hayek)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Studies on the Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and Documents (The Collected Works of F. A.
Hayek) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

April Young:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Studies on the Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and
Documents (The Collected Works of F. A. Hayek) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Studies on the



Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and Documents (The Collected Works of F. A. Hayek) is not only giving
you more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Studies on the
Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and Documents (The Collected Works of F. A. Hayek). You never feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

John Champlin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a e-book. The book Studies on the Abuse and Decline of Reason: Text and
Documents (The Collected Works of F. A. Hayek) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.
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