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"The Constructivist Metaphor" presents a major reconsideration of constructivist
theory through an applied examination of the ways in which people create
meaning for texts. Spivey first delineates major constructivist positions from the
early 20th century, including Frederic Bartlett's description of the discourse
processes of individuals, small groups, and large communities. Then she
concentrates on reading and writing processes as they were variously perceived
throughout the 1970s and 1980s. These cultural and cognitive avenues of
investigation provide an essential starting point for her presentation of the late
20th century approaches to the generative, organizational, and selective nature of
human communication. The work illustrates an integrative conception of
discourse, placing cognitive activity in relation to the text while assuming a
socia orientation encompassing both composition and comprehension. It
describes constructivist concepts in terms of their similarities and differences. It
applies theoretical positions to case studies in reading and writing and presents
conclusions useful to scholars working on issues of comprehension and
communication.
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"The Constructivist Metaphor" presents a major reconsideration of constructivist theory through an applied
examination of the ways in which people create meaning for texts. Spivey first delineates major
constructivist positions from the early 20th century, including Frederic Bartlett's description of the discourse
processes of individuals, small groups, and large communities. Then she concentrates on reading and writing
processes as they were variously perceived throughout the 1970s and 1980s. These cultural and cognitive
avenues of investigation provide an essential starting point for her presentation of the late 20th century
approaches to the generative, organizational, and selective nature of human communication. The work
illustrates an integrative conception of discourse, placing cognitive activity in relation to the text while
assuming a social orientation encompassing both composition and comprehension. It describes constructivist
conceptsin terms of their similarities and differences. It applies theoretical positions to case studiesin
reading and writing and presents conclusions useful to scholars working on issues of comprehension and
communication.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The breadth of her book captures the integration and importance that Spivey has brought to examining the
transformations that occur when writers (as readers) construct meaning and what transformations occur
between their reading (others) to write and reading their own writing."

--COLLEGE COMPOSITION AND COMMUNICATION, 12/97.

"The power of Spivey's analysis draws as much force from the particularities of her portrait as from the sheer
scope of the creation and the panoramaiit portrays. Literary analysis, deconstruction, social constructionism,
poststructuralism, and the like are framed within its brimming borders. But the volume's resonance owes
equally to the details of itsimage, its capacity to creatively sythesize such diverse contributions and
recognize within them some common projects.”

--Greg J. Neimeyer, in CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY (1998, volume 43, no. 10)

From the Back Cover

This book presents a major reconsideration of constructivist theory through an applied examination of the
ways in which people create meaning for texts. The work illustrates an integrative conception of discourse,
placing cognitive activity in relation to the text while assuming a social orientation encompassing both
composition and comprehension.

About the Author

Nancy Nelson Spivey of Louisiana State University has focused her attention for the past decade on
theoretical issues indiscourse, comprehension, and composition, and has conducted research in processes of
discourse synthesis--acts of literacy that involve reading multiple texts to write ones own. Her work in
discourse synthesis was recognized with awards from the International Reading Association and Phi Delta
Kappa. For severa years before going to LSU, she directed a project examining the nature of students
academic writing for the National Center for the Study of Writing and Literacy at the University of
Cdliforniaat Berkeley and at Carnegie Mellon University, while she was on the faculty of the English
Department at Carnegie Mellon. At LSU she teaches graduate courses in discourse processes and literacy
education in the College of Education and is affiliated with the Project in Curriculum Theory.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Antoinette Hogg:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Constructivist Metaphor: Reading, Writing, and the Making of Meaning.



David McMillian:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Constructivist
Metaphor: Reading, Writing, and the Making of Meaning? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
aready know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Judy Bowen:

The book The Constructivist Metaphor: Reading, Writing, and the Making of Meaning make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
The Constructivist Metaphor: Reading, Writing, and the Making of Meaning to get your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like start and read a publication The Constructivist Metaphor: Reading, Writing,
and the Making of Meaning. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
some others. So, how do you think about this book?

Kathy Lloyd:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for us. The book The Constructivist Metaphor: Reading, Writing, and
the Making of Meaning was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Constructivist Metaphor: Reading, Writing,
and the Making of Meaning is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when
you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Constructivist Metaphor: Reading, Writing, and the Making of Meaning. Y ou
never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.
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