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Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Brethren of Purity) were the anonymous adepts of a tenth-
century esoteric fraternity of lettered urbanites that was principally based in
Basra and Baghdad. This brotherhood occupied a prominent station in the history
of science and philosophy in Islam due to the wide reception and assimilation of
their monumental encyclopedia: Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Epistles of the
Brethren of Purity). This compendium contained fifty-two epistles that offered
synoptic explications of the classical sciences and philosophies of the age.
Divided into four classificatory parts, it treated themes in mathematics, logic,
natural philosophy, psychology, metaphysics and theology, in addition to moral
and didactic fables. The Ikhwan were learned compilers of scientific and
philosophical knowledge, and their Rasa'il constituted a paradigmatic legacy in
the canonization of philosophy and the sciences in mediaeval Islamic civilization.

This present volume gathers studies by leading philosophers, historians and
scholars of Islamic Studies, who are also the editors and translators of the first
Arabic critical editions and first complete annotated English translations of the
Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa', which will be published in the OUP Series that this
present volume initiates, as well as being members of the Editorial Board.

The chapters of this present volume explore the conceptual and historical aspects
of the philosophical and scientific contents of the Rasa'il and their classification,
as well as investigating the authorship and dating of this corpus and the impact
that the Ikhwan's intellectual tradition exercised in the unfolding of the history of
ideas in Islam.
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Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Brethren of Purity) were the anonymous adepts of a tenth-century esoteric fraternity of
lettered urbanites that was principally based in Basra and Baghdad. This brotherhood occupied a prominent
station in the history of science and philosophy in Islam due to the wide reception and assimilation of their
monumental encyclopedia: Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity). This
compendium contained fifty-two epistles that offered synoptic explications of the classical sciences and
philosophies of the age. Divided into four classificatory parts, it treated themes in mathematics, logic, natural
philosophy, psychology, metaphysics and theology, in addition to moral and didactic fables. The Ikhwan
were learned compilers of scientific and philosophical knowledge, and their Rasa'il constituted a
paradigmatic legacy in the canonization of philosophy and the sciences in mediaeval Islamic civilization.

This present volume gathers studies by leading philosophers, historians and scholars of Islamic Studies, who
are also the editors and translators of the first Arabic critical editions and first complete annotated English
translations of the Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa', which will be published in the OUP Series that this present
volume initiates, as well as being members of the Editorial Board.

The chapters of this present volume explore the conceptual and historical aspects of the philosophical and
scientific contents of the Rasa'il and their classification, as well as investigating the authorship and dating of
this corpus and the impact that the Ikhwan's intellectual tradition exercised in the unfolding of the history of
ideas in Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
The project team, led by the editor Nader el-Bizri, are to be congratulated for collecting the leading
specialists on this important early corpus of texts to produce a work that will whet the appetite of those
awaiting the editions and translations. Sajjad H. Rizvi, Journal of Islamic Studies The publications that are
planned within this project will no doubt rekindle the interest of scholars and students of Islam in Islam's rich
cultural, educational and historical legacy ... The work of the Ikhwan al-Safa, like many other works that
make up the classical Muslim educational thought, need to be seriously studied and reflected upon. This new
publication project contributes immensely towards realizing this educational aim. Abdullah Sahin, Muslim
World Book Review - about Epistles of the Brethren of Purity series

About the Author

Nader El-Bizri is a Research Associate in Philosophy at The Institute of Ismaili Studies, London, and
General Editor of the OUP series: The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity. He has been an Affiliated Lecturer
at the Department of History & Philosophy of Science at the University of Cambridge since 1999, and he is a
Visiting Professor of Visual Studies at the School of Architecture at the University of Lincoln, and a
Chercheur Associé at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) in Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hester:

The actual book The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity)
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Peggy Ross:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Ikhwan al-Safa and their
Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An
Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) become your current starter.



Darlene Lewis:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles
of the Brethren of Purity) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.

Glenn Herrera:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the
Brethren of Purity) can make you experience more interested to read.
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