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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Baker's irresistibly readable short novel presents the quirkyand often hilariousinner life of a thoroughly
modern office worker. With high wit and in precisely articulated prose, the unnamed narrator examines, in
minute and comically digressive detail, the little things in life that illustrate how one addresses a problem or
a new idea: the plastic straw (and its annoying tendency to float), the vacuous ci vilities of office chatter,
doorknobs, neckties, escalators and the laughable evolution of milk deliveryfrom those old-fashioned hefty
bottles to the folding carton. Using the keenly observed odds and ends of day-to-day consciousness, Baker
allows his narrator to re-create the budding perceptions of a child facing a larger mysterious world, as each
event in his day conjures up memories of previous incidents. Through the elegant manipulation of time, and
sharp, defining memories of childhood, the narrator dissects each item of apparent cultural flotsam with the
thoroughness of a prosaic, though wacky, technical manual. The rambling "footnotes" alone are worth the
price of this cheerfully original novel.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Baker's first novel recounts one afternoon in the life of an office worker named Howie; or, more precisely, an
afternoon in the life of Howie's mind . There are more digressions, asides, and tiny facets than one can
imagine fitting into an afternoonor a short novel, for that matter. Each "real" event or actiongetting onto an
escalator, for instanceis surrounded by the narrator's meditations on any number of thoughts or processes
spawned by that event. A notable departure from traditional novel form is the extensive use of often lengthy
footnotes, wherein many of the digressions take place. The line between the footnotes and the main text in
fact tends to blur, with the reader drawn repeatedly into the highly detailed odysseys of the footnotes and
then pulled back out. A very funny, enjoyable novel by a writer whose work frequently appears in The New
Yorker . Jessica Grim, NYPL
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
Turns an ordinary ride up an office escalator into a meditation on our relations with familiar objects--
shoelaces, straws, and more. Baker's debut novel, and a favorite amongst many of us here.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Kile:

Here thing why this kind of The Mezzanine are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
The Mezzanine giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no publication that similar with The Mezzanine. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Mezzanine in e-book can be your
substitute.



Otis Kozlowski:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Mezzanine is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Annie Smith:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Mezzanine can make you sense more interested to read.

Jimmy Miller:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Mezzanine we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life at this time book The Mezzanine. You can more inviting than now.
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