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The Nuclear Borderlands explores the sociocultural fallout of twentieth-century
America's premier technoscientific project--the atomic bomb. Joseph Masco
offers the first anthropological study of the long-term consequences of the
Manhattan Project for the people that live in and around Los Alamos, New
Mexico, where the first atomic bomb, and the majority of weapons in the current
U.S. nuclear arsenal, were designed. Masco examines how diverse groups--
weapons scientists at Los Alamos National Laboratory, neighboring Pueblo
Indian Nations and Nuevomexicano communities, and antinuclear activists--have
engaged the U.S. nuclear weapons project in the post-Cold War period,
mobilizing to debate and redefine what constitutes "national security."

In a pathbreaking ethnographic analysis, Masco argues that the U.S. focus on
potential nuclear apocalypse during the Cold War obscured the broader effects of
the nuclear complex on American society. The atomic bomb, he demonstrates, is
not just the engine of American technoscientific modernity; it has produced a
new cognitive orientation toward everyday life, provoking cross-cultural
experiences of what Masco calls a "nuclear uncanny." Revealing how the bomb
has reconfigured concepts of time, nature, race, and citizenship, the book
provides new theoretical perspectives on the origin and logic of U.S. national
security culture. The Nuclear Borderlands ultimately assesses the efforts of the
nuclear security state to reinvent itself in a post-Cold War world, and in so doing
exposes the nuclear logic supporting the twenty-first-century U.S. war on
terrorism.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2014 J.I. Staley Prize, School of Advanced Research
Winner of the 2008 Rachel Carson Prize, Society for Social Studies of Science
Co-Winner of the 2006 Robert K. Merton Prize, Science, Knowledge, and Technology Section of the
American Sociological Association
Honorable Mention for the 2007 John G. Cawelti Award, American Culture Association

"Masco's important and impressive study ably demonstrates that nuclear weapons need not be detonated to
have profound effects--effects that extend far beyond the well-studied realms of politics and international
relations."--David Kaiser, American Scientist

"Masco seems to have taken to heart the tension between anthropology and science studies: on the one hand
science studies too often fails in its understanding of what long-term intensive fieldwork can do; on the other
anthropology too often fails to get directly into the heart of science and technology the way it always has
language, spirituality, and economy. Masco's book is fusion (that impossible goal of our nuclear culture) of
the best kind."--Christopher Kelty, Savage Minds

From the Back Cover

The Nuclear Borderlands alters the meaning of 'ethnography' in a way that will challenge all of us in
anthropology. It will certainly take its place among the classic texts assessing the cultural politics of the
bomb, and it will join the must-read ranks in the literature on American nationalism and nation-making in the
late twentieth century."--Susan Harding, University of California, Santa Cruz, author of The Book of
Jerry Falwell and Remaking Ibieca

"No account of the post Cold War environment can afford to ignore this study and the tangle of economic,
political, and cultural rights, interests, and imperatives it maps. Joe Masco pushes the ethnographic agenda
firmly forward into an ambivalent twenty-first century, where Los Alamos is both dangerous polluter and
lifeline employer, where rival eco-cultures, ethnicities, and social hierarchies fight over control of nature,
and where the technological future can exacerbate or redeem the nuclear past. Neither antinuclear
environmentalists, nor Native Americans, nor Nuevomexicanos, nor the Los Alamos scientists, nor the
Washington politicians have a monopoly on the answers, and Masco shows us why."--Michael M. J.
Fischer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, author of Emergent Forms of Life and the
Anthropological Voice

"Joseph Masco's argument that nuclear weapons are no longer a technology subject to scientific challenge
but rather exist primarily as powerful cultural constructs takes us a long way toward understanding post-Cold
War continuities in U.S. security strategies, as well as some of the astounding aspects of American
exceptionalism in international politics."--John Borneman, Princeton University

About the Author
Joseph Masco is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Chicago.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Nuclear Borderlands: The
Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New Mexico is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lela Koehn:

This book untitled The Nuclear Borderlands: The Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New Mexico to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get
a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide
from your list.

Carolyn Treece:

The book untitled The Nuclear Borderlands: The Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New Mexico contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy
to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Sandra Alexander:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Nuclear Borderlands: The Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New
Mexico when you desired it?
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