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It’s 1895, and after the suicide of her mother, 16-year-old Gemma Doyle is
shipped off from the life she knows in India to Spence, a proper boarding school
in England. Lonely, guilt-ridden, and prone to visions of the future that have an
uncomfortable habit of coming true, Gemma’s reception there is a chilly one. To
make things worse, she’s been followed by a mysterious young Indian man, a
man sent to watch her. But why? What is her destiny? And what will her
entanglement with Spence’s most powerful girls—and their foray into the
spiritual world—lead to?

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A Victorian boarding school story, a Gothic mansion mystery, a gossipy romp about a clique of girlfriends,
and a dark other-worldly fantasy--jumble them all together and you have this complicated and unusual first
novel.

Gemma, 16, has had an unconventional upbringing in India, until the day she foresees her mother’s death in
a black, swirling vision that turns out to be true. Sent back to England, she is enrolled at Spence, a girls’
academy with a mysterious burned-out East Wing. There Gemma is snubbed by powerful Felicity, beautiful
Pippa, and even her own dumpy roommate Ann, until she blackmails herself and Ann into the treacherous
clique. Gemma is distressed to find that she has been followed from India by Kartik, a beautiful young man
who warns her to fight off the visions. Nevertheless, they continue, and one night she is led by a child-spirit
to find a diary that reveals the secrets of a mystical Order. The clique soon finds a way to accompany
Gemma to the other-world realms of her visions "for a bit of fun" and to taste the power they will never have
as Victorian wives, but they discover that the delights of the realms are overwhelmed by a menace they
cannot control. Gemma is left wi! th the knowledge that her role as the link between worlds leaves her with a
mission to seek out the "others" and rebuild the Order. A Great and Terrible Beauty is an impressive first
book in what should prove to be a fascinating trilogy. (Ages 12 up) –Patty Campbell

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up An interesting combination of fantasy, light horror, and historical fiction, with a dash of romance
thrown in for good measure. On her 16th birthday, Gemma Doyle fights with her mother. She wants to leave
India where her family is living, runs off when her mother refuses to send her to London to school, has a
dreadful vision and witnesses her mother's death. Two months later, Gemma is enrolled in London's Spence
School, still troubled by visions, and unable to share her grief and guilt over her loss. She gradually learns to
control her vision and enter the "realms" where magical powers can make anything happen and where her
mother waits to instruct her. Gradually she and her new friends learn about the Order, an ancient group of
women who maintained the realms and regulated their power, and how two students unleashed an evil
creature from the realms by killing a Gypsy girl. Gemma uncovers her mother's connection to those events
and learns what she now must do. The fantasy element is obvious, and the boarding-school setting gives a
glimpse into a time when girls were taught gentility and the importance of appearances. The author also
makes a point about the position of women in Victorian society. Bray's characters are types--Felicity, clever
and powerful; Ann, plain and timid; Pippa, beautiful and occasionally thoughtless; Gemma, spirited and
chafing under society's rules--but not offensively so, and they do change as the story progresses. The ending
leaves open the likelihood of a sequel. Recommend this to fantasy fans who also like Sherlock Holmes or
Mary Russell.--Lisa Prolman, Greenfield Public Library, MA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 8-12. Gemma Doyle is no ordinary nineteenth-century British teenager; she has disturbing visions. Upon
finding the diary of a young student who was also a visionary of sorts, Gemma and three classmates, each of
whom, like Gemma, has a personal demon to overcome, follow the diarist's lead and travel into the Realms, a
place of both joy and danger. The jacket, a photo of a young woman in a tightly laced corset and lacy
camisole, bespeaks a steamy love story (Gemma does have some sexy dreams about a young gypsy), but the
costume is really a metaphor for the strictures against women of the period, which Bray limns extremely well

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


in her debut novel. The Realms and the mystery surrounding the diary are less well handled, yet there's no
doubt the mystical elements, along with a touch of forbidden romance, will draw a large, enthusiastic
audience, who will come away wanting more about stubborn, willful Gemma and the strange world whose
doors she can open at will. Stephanie Zvirin
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

This A Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular A Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) without
we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry A
Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This A Great and
Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Maria Kraus:

The ability that you get from A Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) will be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular A Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) instantly.

Megan Kelly:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book A Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.



Timothy Wrobel:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Great and Terrible Beauty (The Gemma Doyle Trilogy) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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