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A Search for Sovereignty maps a new approach to world history by examining
the relation of law and geography in European empires between 1400 and 1900.
Lauren Benton argues that Europeans imagined imperial space as networks of
corridors and enclaves, and that they constructed sovereignty in ways that
merged ideas about geography and law. Conflicts over treason, piracy, convict
transportation, martial law, and crime created irregular spaces of law, while also
attaching legal meanings to familiar geographic categories such asrivers, oceans,
islands, and mountains. The resulting legal and spatial anomalies influenced
debates about imperial constitutions and international law both in the colonies
and at home. This original study changes our understanding of empire and its
legacies and opens new perspectives on the global history of law.
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A Search for Sovereignty maps anew approach to world history by examining the relation of law and
geography in European empires between 1400 and 1900. Lauren Benton argues that Europeans imagined
imperial space as networks of corridors and enclaves, and that they constructed sovereignty in ways that
merged ideas about geography and law. Conflicts over treason, piracy, convict transportation, martial law,
and crime created irregular spaces of law, while also attaching legal meanings to familiar geographic
categories such asrivers, oceans, islands, and mountains. The resulting legal and spatial anomalies
influenced debates about imperial constitutions and international law both in the colonies and at home. This
original study changes our understanding of empire and its legacies and opens new perspectives on the
global history of law.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lauren Benton's book is sure to remap how we think about the geography of world history. Elegantly
written, theoretically sophisticated, and impressively documented, this book challenges the common view of
sovereignty as the result of spreading laws and extending territorial claims, asif the world rested on a divide
between lawful and lawless lands. According to Benton, these divides were the artifice of legal ideologies
that obscured the common features of violence and uncertainty that pervaded empires from their hinterlands
to their cores.”

Jeremy Adelman, Princeton University

"Empires usually appear expansive, implacable, and all-encompassing, but A Search for Sovereignty
portrays them instead as uneven, tentative, and riddled with gaps and contradictions. The novel topics and
surprising juxtapositions in this strikingly original book comprise avision of world history that is as
convincing asit is unsettling. Its achievement confirms Lauren Benton's stature as one of the most creative
historians writing today."

David Armitage, Harvard University

"Lauren Benton has shown, with immense erudition and considerable flair, how central the concern with
sovereignty was for all the European overseas empires throughout their long and complex histories. She has
shown also how closely tied law was to the concept of space, in ways that will have an enduring impact not
only on how world history is conceived but also on how we understand the current tangled conflict over
international jurisdiction. A Search for Sovereignty is a brilliant, innovative, and timely book."

Anthony Pagden, Distinguished Professor of Political Science and History, University of California, Los
Angeles

"Canvassing legal archives over large reaches of the early modern world, Benton discerns striking
correlations between the practice of geography and the practice of law - and between discrete categories of
space and recurring types of threat to state sovereignty. The resulting account calls for anew map of imperial
space - one replete with gaping holes and alarming lumps, a viscous and uneven medium that has eluded
cartography to date. Thisis a superb book that will make a splash among historians, geographers, and social
theorists aike."

Kéren Wigen, Stanford University

"In this examination of the relation between law and geography in European empires between 1400 and
1900, Benton argues the Europeans constructed sovereignty in ways that merged ideas about geography and
law."

Law and Saocial Inquiry

"... abook of the first importance."
Eliga Gould, H-Soz-u-Kult

"Benton's most notable contribution is to show that sovereignty isindeed a geographical discourse but one
comprised and constitutive of multiples spaces, sites, and places, rather than simply than simply the
supposedly fixed, bounded and homogenous spaces of territorial states.”

Nisha Shah, Political Geography



"Lauren Benton's deeply imaginative monograph rethinks the relationship between law, geography, and
jurisdictional politicsin European overseas empires ... Readers who follow Benton upriver, across oceans,
and to islands and mountains with eyes trained for legal posturing and jurisdictional politics will see
European empiresin anew and arresting way."

Law and History Review

"... succeed[g] in presenting a compelling set of reasons for questioning teleological accounts of sovereignty
... [Benton] provides many points of entry for further elaboration on the ways in which empire disrupts the
narrative of a steady convergence of sovereignty and bounded territory culminating in the present
international legal order."

Kate Purcell, British Y earbook of International Law

About the Author

Lauren Benton is Professor of History and Affiliate Professor of Law at New Y ork University. Her book
Law and Colonial Cultures: Lega Regimesin World History, 1400-1900 (Cambridge, 2002) won the Law
and Society Association's James Willard Hurst Book Prize, the World History Association Book Prize, and
the PEWS Book Award from the American Sociological Association, Political Economy of the World
Systems Section.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Gannaway:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhileis reading.
Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this A Search for Sovereignty: Law and
Geography in European Empires, 1400-1900 book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Alexandra Sauer:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Search for Sovereignty: Law
and Geography in European Empires, 1400-1900 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jessie Orlando:

Often the book A Search for Sovereignty: Law and Geography in European Empires, 1400-1900 will bring
you to the new experience of reading abook. The author style to clarify theideais very unique. If you try to
find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Search for Sovereignty: Law and



Geography in European Empires, 1400-1900 is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mary Jacobs:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book A Search for Sovereignty: Law and Geography in European Empires, 1400-1900 we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book A Search
for Sovereignty: Law and Geography in European Empires, 1400-1900. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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