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Animal studies and biopolitics are two of the most dynamic areas of
interdisciplinary scholarship, but until now, they have had little to say to each
other. Bringing these two emergent areas of thought into direct conversation in
Before the Law, Cary Wolfe fosters a new discussion about the status of
nonhuman animals and the shared plight of humans and animals under
biopolitics.
 
Wolfe argues that the human-animal distinction must be supplemented with the
central distinction of biopolitics: the difference between those animals that are
members of a community and those that are deemed killable but not murderable.
From this understanding, we can begin to make sense of the fact that this
distinction prevails within both the human and animal domains and address such
difficult issues as why we afford some animals unprecedented levels of care and
recognition while subjecting others to unparalleled forms of brutality and
exploitation. Engaging with many major figures in biopolitical thought—from
Heidegger, Arendt, and Foucault to Agamben, Esposito, and Derrida—Wolfe
explores how biopolitics can help us understand both the ethical and political
dimensions of the current questions surrounding the rights of animals.
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Animal studies and biopolitics are two of the most dynamic areas of interdisciplinary scholarship, but until
now, they have had little to say to each other. Bringing these two emergent areas of thought into direct
conversation in Before the Law, Cary Wolfe fosters a new discussion about the status of nonhuman animals
and the shared plight of humans and animals under biopolitics.
 
Wolfe argues that the human-animal distinction must be supplemented with the central distinction of
biopolitics: the difference between those animals that are members of a community and those that are
deemed killable but not murderable. From this understanding, we can begin to make sense of the fact that
this distinction prevails within both the human and animal domains and address such difficult issues as why
we afford some animals unprecedented levels of care and recognition while subjecting others to unparalleled
forms of brutality and exploitation. Engaging with many major figures in biopolitical thought—from
Heidegger, Arendt, and Foucault to Agamben, Esposito, and Derrida—Wolfe explores how biopolitics can
help us understand both the ethical and political dimensions of the current questions surrounding the rights of
animals.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Before the Law makes a powerful case for the extension of Michel Foucault’s biopolitical analysis to
include the lives of nonhuman animals. . . . The analysis is most powerful when it grounds its seemingly
abstract theoretical discussions of sovereignty, immunity, and dispositifs in the concrete practices of
industrial farming, cloning of animals, and the containment of H1N1. A must read for scholars of biopolitics
of animality, synthesizing and extending a dense set of literatures in an accessible manner. Essential.”
(Choice)

“A stunning tour de force. . . .Opens up the possibility for working from within our given tradition toward a
different politics, with different concepts and different practices.”
(Cultural Critique)

“A very productive starting point for critically investigating the current political condition of our fellow
living beings.”
(SubStance)

“”Wide-ranging and erudite. . . . Wolfe is able to illuminate hidden dimensions of biopolitical power and also
clarify how certain approaches to animal rights both reinforce and challenge biopolitical structures and
relations.”
(Year’s Work in Critical and Cultural Theory)

“Before the Law shows, in a highly convincing way, that paying attention to the question of nonhuman
animal life has the potential to radicalize biopolitical thought beyond its usual boundaries. Cary Wolfe
unfolds step by step, brilliantly and without concessions, each proposition contained in biopolitical theories,
creating a pragmatic and political ethics of attention and care—not only an ethics of that which causes us to
think and act in a certain way but that which involves the lives of other beings who have been excluded from
political questioning. The pragmatic question of ‘How it matters’ becomes over the course of this book a real
cosmopolitical question: ‘How it matters and for whom?’”
(Vinciane Despret, University of Liege)

“In this timely and thought-provoking book, Cary Wolfe takes the reader on an intellectual journey that
critically reexamines the human-animal relationship, a distinction that not only grounds philosophy but that
largely determines our ideas of culture and politics. Before the Law is like Descartes’s Meditations for the
posthuman era, written by animals.”
(Eugene Thacker, The New School)

“In Before the Law,Cary Wolfe skillfully interweaves two levels of discourse related to current debates
concerning the animal—animal rights and biopolitics—achieving the not insignificant feat of flattening out
the differences between a type of everyday knowledge and the more rarefied discussions that take place in
academic debate. Clearly developed and cogently argued, this book puts existing formulations on the
defensive while at the same time challenging them to respond to what is in essence a very straightforward
but pressing question: have we really begun to think through what ‘animal life’ means or to deal with the
consequences of such questioning?”



(David Wills, SUNY, University at Albany)

2013 Outstanding Academic Title
(Choice magazine)

About the Author

 Cary Wolfe is chair and the Bruce and Elizabeth Dunlevie Professor in the Department of English at Rice
University. His books include What Is Posthumanism and Animal Rites: American Culture, the Discourse of
Species, and Posthumanist Theory, the latter also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrone Knudson:

The book Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a Biopolitical Frame make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Before
the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a Biopolitical Frame to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like available and read a e-book Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a
Biopolitical Frame. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Michael Walker:

This Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a Biopolitical Frame book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. That Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a Biopolitical Frame
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a Biopolitical Frame can bring if you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a Biopolitical Frame having very
good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Tom Carter:

The particular book Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a Biopolitical Frame has a lot info on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.



Carolyn Cook:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Before the Law: Humans and Other Animals in a
Biopolitical Frame. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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