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Curious Chess Facts is Irving Chernev's first book. Published in 1937, it is his
famous collection of chess anecdotes. The facts in this book are so famous that
they have become part of chess lore, repeated thousands of times, published in
countless books and magazine articles by many different authors, such that it is
almost forgotten that this book is the original published source. Here are some
examples: At a dinner somebody gave a toast to the World Chess Champion.
Both Steinitz and Zukertort stood up. (They played a match to determine the real
world champion. Steinitz won the match but Zukertort had finished three points
ahead of him in London 1883.) This is Curious Chess Fact Number 197 in this
book. One that I use that often helps me remember chess history is that Steinitz
was World Champion for 28 years. His record was not quite equaled by Lasker
who was world champion for 27 years. This is Curious Chess Fact Number 21.
Since I remember that Lasker lost the world title to Capablanca in a match in
1921, I can calculate back to determine the year in which Lasker won the world
championship by defeating Steinitz in a match. Then, going back another 28
years I can calculate the year that Steinitz defeated Adolf Anderssen who some
consider to have been the first world chess champion. Another example is that
Marshall won a famous game by a queen sacrifice that was so brilliant that the
spectators showered the board with gold pieces. This is Curious Chess Fact
Number 9. The moves of the game itself with the spectacular queen sacrifice are
to be found in almost every anthology of famous chess games. The story that the
spectators showered the board with gold pieces is always included with the
moves. The list goes on and on. There are so many of them that you just have to
read this book to see and recall them.
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Curious Chess Facts is Irving Chernev's first book. Published in 1937, it is his famous collection of chess
anecdotes. The facts in this book are so famous that they have become part of chess lore, repeated thousands
of times, published in countless books and magazine articles by many different authors, such that it is almost
forgotten that this book is the original published source. Here are some examples: At a dinner somebody
gave a toast to the World Chess Champion. Both Steinitz and Zukertort stood up. (They played a match to
determine the real world champion. Steinitz won the match but Zukertort had finished three points ahead of
him in London 1883.) This is Curious Chess Fact Number 197 in this book. One that I use that often helps
me remember chess history is that Steinitz was World Champion for 28 years. His record was not quite
equaled by Lasker who was world champion for 27 years. This is Curious Chess Fact Number 21. Since I
remember that Lasker lost the world title to Capablanca in a match in 1921, I can calculate back to determine
the year in which Lasker won the world championship by defeating Steinitz in a match. Then, going back
another 28 years I can calculate the year that Steinitz defeated Adolf Anderssen who some consider to have
been the first world chess champion. Another example is that Marshall won a famous game by a queen
sacrifice that was so brilliant that the spectators showered the board with gold pieces. This is Curious Chess
Fact Number 9. The moves of the game itself with the spectacular queen sacrifice are to be found in almost
every anthology of famous chess games. The story that the spectators showered the board with gold pieces is
always included with the moves. The list goes on and on. There are so many of them that you just have to
read this book to see and recall them.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Irving Chernev was born on January 29, 1900 in Pryluky in the Ukraine. He emigrated to the United States in
1920. He wrote some of the most successful and widely read chess books ever written. Contrary to popular
belief and to the publicity blurbs on the chess books he wrote, Chernev was not an especially strong player.
According to those I know who played him, his real strength was not more than Expert, although he did play
in the 1942 US Championship. However, he was a lively and entertaining writer. On a percentage basis
compared with the number of books he wrote, he is probably the most popular writer ever on the game of
chess in history. His books are not read for the deep analysis but rather for the unusual games and chess
positions, the curious facts and the amusing stories which have become part of chess lore that every chess
player in the world now knows even those who have not read his books. He wrote that he "probably read
more about chess, and played over more games than any man in history." He wrote 20 chess books, among
them: Chessboard Magic!; The Bright Side of Chess; The Most Instructive Games of Chess Ever Played;
1000 Best Short Games of Chess; Practical Chess Endings; Combinations: The Heart of Chess; and
Capablanca's Best Chess Endings. In 1945, he and Kenneth Harkness wrote An Invitation to Chess. Perhaps
his most famous book is Logical Chess: Move by Move. Irving Chernev died in San Francisco, California on
September 29, 1981.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Curious Chess Facts. All type
of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Vivian Stafford:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Curious Chess Facts is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jacki Warner:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which



one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Curious Chess Facts as your daily resource information.

Thomas Pilcher:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Curious Chess Facts to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside
that the reserve Curious Chess Facts can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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