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Over time, sexuality in America has changed dramatically. Frequently redefined
and often subject to different systems of regulation, it has been used as a means
of control; it has been a way to understand ourselves and others; and it has been
at the center of fierce political storms, including some of the most crucial
changes in civil rights in the last decade. Edited by Thomas A. Foster,
Documenting Intimate Matters features seventy-two documents that collectively
highlight the broad diversity inherent in the history of American sexuality.
 
Complementing the third edition of Intimate Matters, by John D’Emilio and
Estelle B. Freedman—often hailed as the definitive survey of sexual history in
America—the multiple narratives presented by these documents reveal the
complexity of this subject in US history. The historical moments captured in this
volume will show that, contrary to popular misconception, the history of
sexuality is not a simple story of increased freedoms and sexual liberation, but an
ongoing struggle between change and continuity.
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Over time, sexuality in America has changed dramatically. Frequently redefined and often subject to
different systems of regulation, it has been used as a means of control; it has been a way to understand
ourselves and others; and it has been at the center of fierce political storms, including some of the most
crucial changes in civil rights in the last decade. Edited by Thomas A. Foster, Documenting Intimate Matters
features seventy-two documents that collectively highlight the broad diversity inherent in the history of
American sexuality.
 
Complementing the third edition of Intimate Matters, by John D’Emilio and Estelle B. Freedman—often
hailed as the definitive survey of sexual history in America—the multiple narratives presented by these
documents reveal the complexity of this subject in US history. The historical moments captured in this
volume will show that, contrary to popular misconception, the history of sexuality is not a simple story of
increased freedoms and sexual liberation, but an ongoing struggle between change and continuity.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The history of sexuality is a continuing endeavor. There is still much that has not yet been written about,
and interpretations of key topics will inevitably change over time. Studying these documents and reading
some of the historical literature can put you on the road to contributing to this exciting and intriguing
intellectual endeavor.”
(John D’Emilio and Estelle Freedman, from the Foreword authors of Intimate Matters)

“Documenting Intimate Matters is economical, thorough, and timely, including documents from early to very
recent American history. It is sure to be a popular and valued companion to courses on the history of
sexuality and gender in the United States.”
(Regina Kunzel University of Minnesota)

About the Author

Thomas A. Foster is associate professor of history and chair of the department of history at DePaul
University. He is the author of Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of
Sexuality in America and the editor of Long before Stonewall: Histories of Same-Sex Sexuality in Early
America and New Men: Manliness in Early America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Documenting Intimate Matters: Primary Sources for a History of Sexuality
in America. Try to the actual book Documenting Intimate Matters: Primary Sources for a History of
Sexuality in America as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone
and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Hallie Cathey:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Documenting Intimate Matters: Primary
Sources for a History of Sexuality in America will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make



you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Cory Marshall:

The particular book Documenting Intimate Matters: Primary Sources for a History of Sexuality in America
has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

James Kostka:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Documenting Intimate Matters:
Primary Sources for a History of Sexuality in America or maybe others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Documenting Intimate Matters:
Primary Sources for a History of Sexuality in America to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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