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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In 1983 Ratushinskaya was sentenced to seven years' hard labor in the grim Barashevo "strict regime" camp
and five years' internal exile for having the indecency to write what was considered anti-Soviet poetry. Here
she gives a detailed account of the experience, from her arrest in 1982 to her release and exile to the West in
1986. Under the circumstances, one might expect her memoir to be strident or self-pitying, but instead she is
remarkably calm, good-humored, even witty: "I have been living like a queen: doors are flung open before
me wherever I gointo cells, interrogation rooms, the courtroom." Ratushinskaya is a poet of international
stature, but this book is not just for enthusiasts of her work. It should be read by everyone interested in
international affairs. Barbara Hoffert, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
In 1983 in the Soviet Union, twenty-eight-year-old poet and human rights activist Irina Ratushinskaya was
sentenced to seven years of hard labor and five years of internal exile. Grey is the Color of Hope is her
story of four years spent among a small group of female political prisoners, isolated from other "criminals"
because they were considered "especially dangerous." From her first moment among these five women, Irina
senses their commitment to ideals and each other. Irina is told she will be required to wear an identity tag.
Refusing may cost Irina her only "long" meeting per year with her husband and her visits to the camp kiosk;
it may even mean confinement in SHIZO - a place of deprivation and torture that can mean death. Refusing
also means claiming herself as a human being: "Yes, we are behind barbed wire, they have stripped us of
everything they could, they have torn us away from our friends and families, but unless we acknowledge this
as their right, we remain free." Time and again, these women go on hunger strikes and survive the freezing
temperatures of SHIZO to stake their claim to dignity and identity, for themselves and for each other. Their
strength is awe-inspiring, their ingenuity and sense of humor beautiful. Do they confiscate your poetry?
Write it on a bar of soap, memorize it, tap it through the pipes to the other prisoners in SHIZO. Above all,
remember: "Back to freedom with a clear conscience." -- For great reviews of books for girls, check out Let's
Hear It for the Girls: 375 Great Books for Readers 2-14. -- From 500 Great Books by Women; review by
Erica Bauermeister

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Russian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Velasquez:

Here thing why this particular Grey Is The Color Of Hope are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Grey Is The Color Of Hope giving you information deeper and different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Grey Is The Color Of Hope. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your



method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Grey Is The Color Of Hope in e-book can be your option.

Linda McGrane:

The actual book Grey Is The Color Of Hope will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
ideal to you. The book Grey Is The Color Of Hope is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Deanna Reed:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Grey Is The Color Of Hope that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Grey Is The Color Of Hope become your own personal starter.

Naomi Harris:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Grey Is The Color Of Hope or
maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Grey Is The
Color Of Hope to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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