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Medieval Joke Poetry examines the intersection of jokes, laughter, insults, and
poetry in a collection of thirteenth- and fourteenth-century medieval Iberian
songs known as the Cantigas d'escarnho e de mal dizer. Written in Galician-
Portuguese, these 'songs of mockery and insult' make up a heterogeneous corpus
whose witticisms are by turns funny and vicious, crudely obscene and exquisitely
sophisticated, playful and deadly serious. Liu's readings disentangle the complex
verbal strategies of these joke-poems in order to reveal the latent cultural tensions
that underlie their humor. Wordplay, double meanings, and deliberate
combinations of incongruous ideas are intended to elicit laughter, even as they
gesture toward the rupture of accepted cultural categories in such manifestly
hybrid paradoxes as an "Albardan cavaleiro" (noble buffoon), a "mouro cruzado"
(Crusader Moor), or a male "dona salvage" (wild woman). Liu shows how these
jokes operate in such varied cultural contexts as the arts of augury and divination,
pilgrimage, prostitution, interfaith sexuality, and medical malpractice.
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Medieval Joke Poetry examines the intersection of jokes, laughter, insults, and poetry in a collection of
thirteenth- and fourteenth-century medieval Iberian songs known as the Cantigas d'escarnho e de mal dizer.
Written in Galician-Portuguese, these 'songs of mockery and insult' make up a heterogeneous corpus whose
witticisms are by turns funny and vicious, crudely obscene and exquisitely sophisticated, playful and deadly
serious. Liu's readings disentangle the complex verbal strategies of these joke-poems in order to reveal the
latent cultural tensions that underlie their humor. Wordplay, double meanings, and deliberate combinations
of incongruous ideas are intended to elicit laughter, even as they gesture toward the rupture of accepted
cultural categories in such manifestly hybrid paradoxes as an "Albardan cavaleiro" (noble buffoon), a
"mouro cruzado" (Crusader Moor), or a male "dona salvage" (wild woman). Liu shows how these jokes
operate in such varied cultural contexts as the arts of augury and divination, pilgrimage, prostitution,
interfaith sexuality, and medical malpractice.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Benjamin Liu is Associate Professor of Spanish at University of Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is definitely Medieval Joke Poetry: The Cantigas d’Escarnho e de Mal Dizer (Harvard Studies in
Comparative Literature).

Jason Villalobos:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Medieval Joke Poetry: The Cantigas d’Escarnho e de
Mal Dizer (Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Anna Vinci:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Medieval Joke Poetry: The Cantigas d’Escarnho e de Mal
Dizer (Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Medieval Joke Poetry: The Cantigas d’Escarnho e de Mal Dizer (Harvard Studies in Comparative
Literature).

Paul Horn:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get



a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Medieval Joke Poetry: The Cantigas d’Escarnho e de
Mal Dizer (Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature) to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Medieval Joke Poetry: The
Cantigas d’Escarnho e de Mal Dizer (Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature) can to be your new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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