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Montesquieu's The Spirit of Laws is one of a handful of classic works of political
philosophy deserving a fresh reading every generation. The product of immense
erudition, Montesquieu's treatise has captured since its first printing (1748) the
imagination of an impressive array of intellectuals including Rousseau, Voltaire,
Beccaria, Madison, Hamilton, Jefferson, Herder, Sieyès, Condorcet, Robespierre,
Bentham, Burke, Constant, Hegel, Tocqueville, Emile Durkheim, Raymond
Aron, and Hannah Arendt.

In what constitutes the only English-language collection of essays ever dedicated
to the analysis of Montesquieu's contributions to political science, the
contributors review some of the most vexing controversies that have arisen in the
interpretation of Montesquieu's thought. By paying careful attention to the
historical, political, and philosophical contexts of Montesquieu's ideas, the
contributors provide fresh readings of The Spirit of Laws, clarify the goals and
ambitions of its author, and point out the pertinence of his thinking to the
problems of our world today.
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Editorial Review

Review
For over two centuries Montesquieu has been viewed as an indecipherable genius?a great analyst of political
facts who rarely gave away his own values. But in this lucid and intelligent set of essays, readers will find a
different Montesquieu. Here the author of The Spirit of the Laws appears in all his colors as the most
important expositor, in his time and ours, of a liberal science of politics. (Daniel Gordon, University of
Massachusetts at Amherst)

Montesquieu's classic work is universally admired but less well understood. Over the years Montesquieu has
been all things to all people: a constitutional monarchist, a liberal Anglophile, an enlightened cosmopolitan,
a scientific sociologist. This collection will aid our understanding of the generosity and esprit of the author of
The Spirit of the Laws. (Steven B Smith, Yale University)

This book is essential for future Montesquieu studies and will be highly useful to upper-division
undergraduates, graduate students, researchers, and faculty. (CHOICE)

A superb volume. . . A valuable collection of essays from some of the leading Montesquieu scholars writing
today, which clearly establishes the depth and breadth of Montesquieu's political science. It is difficult to put
together a collection of papers on a single philosopher that can at once appeal to the general reader and yet
present challenges and insights to the specialist. This volume succeeds brilliantly on both fronts. A reader
new to Montesquieu will find comprehensive and lucid analyses of his political thought; the Montesquieu
specialist will find intriguing insights and challenging arguments, not to mention a lively critical debate in
the volume's endnotes. (History of Political Thought)

Were there no other reasons to place this volume high on any Enlightenment (and related subjects) reading
list, his [Carrithers'] introduction would constitute sufficient cause. The remainder of the book does,
however, afford plenty more. (English Historical Review)

This notable volume, explicitly and its quality, stands as an encomium to the monumental significance of
Montesquieu's work. From the very outset in the editorial introduction by David Carrithers, the achievement
of Montesquieu, the sovereign importance of discerning his decisive meaning, and his crucial emphasis on
moderation in all things pertinent to human affairs is impressed on the reader with great cogency. This
volume will educate the novice and will be valued by the learned. (Joseph Cropsey, University of Chicago)

About the Author
David W. Carrithers is professor of government at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. Michael A.
Mosher is professor of political science at the University of Tulsa. Paul A. Rahe is professor of history at
the University of Tulsa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Chris Barrentine:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Montesquieu's Science of Politics:
Essays on The Spirit of Laws that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you are able to pick Montesquieu's Science of Politics: Essays on The Spirit of Laws
become your current starter.

Frank Monroe:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, and soon. The Montesquieu's Science of Politics: Essays on The Spirit of Laws offer you a
new experience in looking at a book.

Julia Barr:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Montesquieu's Science of Politics: Essays on The Spirit of Laws. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Adrienne Helms:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Montesquieu's Science of Politics:
Essays on The Spirit of Laws to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the book Montesquieu's Science of Politics: Essays
on The Spirit of Laws can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of their time.
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