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In this richly illustrated volume, featuring more than fifty black-and-white
illustrations and a beautiful eight-page color insert, Barbara Novak describes how
for fifty extraordinary years, American society drew from the idea of Nature its
most cherished ideals. Between 1825 and 1875, all kinds of Americans--artists,
writers, scientists, as well as everyday citizens--believed that God in Nature
could resolve human contradictions, and that nature itself confirmed the
American destiny. Using diaries and letters of the artists as well as quotes from
literary texts, journals, and periodicals, Novak illuminates the range of ideas
projected onto the American landscape by painters such as Thomas Cole, Albert
Bierstadt, Frederic Edwin Church, Asher B. Durand, Fitz H. Lane, and Martin J.
Heade, and writers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and
Frederich Wilhelm von Schelling.
Now with a new preface, this spectacular volume captures a vast cultural
panorama. It beautifully demonstrates how the idea of nature served, not only as
a vehicle for artistic creation, but as its ideal form.

"An impressive achievement."
--Barbara Rose, The New York Times Book Review

"An admirable blend of ambition, elan, and hard research. Not just an art book, it
bears on some of the deepest fantasies of American culture as a whole."
--Robert Hughes, Time Magazine
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Editorial Review

Review
"Nature and Culture is more than a study of landscape painting: it is the story of the American imagination
finding what will suffice. Wonderful is the only adequate word for Novak's 'reading' of American painting.
Like the opening of the new American Wing at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Nature and Culture is an
important event. Miss Novak herself has some of the sublimity of the landscapes she analyzes. Her book is
awesomely good."--Anatole Broyard, The New York Times

"An admirable blend of ambition, elan and hard research. Novak is not one of that vanishing line of critics
who tend to treat the history of art simply as the history of pictorial form. Instead, she disentangles and
shows the content behind the forms: the iconography that links painting to the culture of its time. Hers is not
just an art book, it bears on some of the deepest fantasies of American culture as a whole."--Robert Hughes,
Time

"A model of its kind, a thouroughly engrossing study of the intersection of history and esthetics."--James R.
Mellow, Art News

About the Author

Barbara Novak is Helen Goodhart Altschul Professor of Art History Emerita at Barnard College and
Columbia University. She is the acclaimed author of American Painting of the Nineteenth Century ("surely
the best book ever written on the subject"-Hilton Kramer, The New York Times Book Review) and Nature
and Culture ("awesomely good"-Anatole Broyard, The New York Times). She has been a Commissioner of
the Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery for the last twenty-five years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

France Brown:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Nature and Culture: American
Landscape and Painting, 1825-1875, With a New Preface is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Donald Cauley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person



more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
that you imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Nature and Culture: American Landscape and Painting, 1825-1875, With a New
Preface, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Marcella Cook:

The reason why? Because this Nature and Culture: American Landscape and Painting, 1825-1875, With a
New Preface is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Timothy Wrobel:

This Nature and Culture: American Landscape and Painting, 1825-1875, With a New Preface is great book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we
can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Nature and Culture: American Landscape and Painting, 1825-1875, With a
New Preface in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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