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In Portraits and Persons, one of our leading philosophers of art illuminates the
fascinating and fundamental questions posed by this enduring art form. Cynthia
Freeland's discussion is remarkably free-wheeling. For example, in considering
the simple question of whether one can have a portrait of an animal, she ranges
from Descartes and Darwin to William Wegman's "May Ray" and David
Hockney's dachshunds, and she sheds light on such issues as whether or not
animals possess soul, mind, or individuality of character. Indeed, throughout the
book, Freeland addresses a whole host of fascinating philosophical problems
posed by the art of portraiture. How exactly have artists through the ages
managed to depict the inner state of the subject being portrayed? Isit in fact
possible for an artist to capture someone's individual "air," their unique aura?
And how has science been used to help in this quest? Featuring more than fifty
halftones, thisis an exhilarating philosophical exploration of portraiture that
highlights its important contribution to the complex evolving discourse about
human nature.
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In Portraits and Persons, one of our leading philosophers of art illuminates the fascinating and fundamental
questions posed by this enduring art form. Cynthia Freeland's discussion is remarkably free-wheeling. For
example, in considering the simple question of whether one can have a portrait of an animal, she ranges from
Descartes and Darwin to William Wegman's "May Ray" and David Hockney's dachshunds, and she sheds
light on such issues as whether or not animals possess soul, mind, or individuality of character. Indeed,
throughout the book, Freeland addresses awhole host of fascinating philosophical problems posed by the art
of portraiture. How exactly have artists through the ages managed to depict the inner state of the subject
being portrayed? Isit in fact possible for an artist to capture someone'sindividual "air," their unique aura?
And how has science been used to help in this quest? Featuring more than fifty halftones, thisisan
exhilarating philosophical exploration of portraiture that highlightsitsimportant contribution to the complex
evolving discourse about human nature.
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Editorial Review

Review

It isan informative and stimulating read. Susie Hodge, Artist Admirably straightforward, cogent, and
thought-provoking. It is what good philosophical writing should be. Charles Saumarez Smith, Literary
Review

About the Author

Cynthia Freeland is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Houston, Texas. She has published widely
on topicsin the philosophy of art and film, including But is It Art?

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Long:

The book Portraits and Persons can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Portraits and Persons? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. Itis
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book Portraits and Persons has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open
up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Bruns:

Here thing why thiskind of Portraits and Persons are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. Portraits and Persons giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Portraits and Persons. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train.

Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Portraits and Personsin
e-book can be your aternate.

Dorothy Betancourt:

The actual book Portraits and Persons will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Portraits and Persons is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Bryant Davidson:

This Portraits and Personsis brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information because
it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this Portraits and Persons can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereis not any in reading aguide
especialy this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
theideal Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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