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The Cultures of the West: A History focuses on the ways in which the major ideas
and passions of Western culture developed, internally, and how they interacted
with the broader world-for good and for ill. The development of such key ideas
as religion, science, and philosophy form the central narrative of this book.

The Cultures of the West stands apart from other textbooks in a variety of ways,
the first being thematic unity. What did people think and believe, throughout our
history, about human nature, the right way to live, God, the best forms of
government, or the meaning of human life? Rather than maintaining a single
interpretive stance, author Clifford R. Backman relies upon a consistent set of
questions: What did people think and feel throughout the centuries about politics,
science, religion, and sex? How did they come to their positions regarding the
right way to live? Backman's many years of experience in the classroom have
informed his approach-students respond to engaging questions more than they are
inspired by facts.

Features:

* Single author voice: clearly and compellingly written by an experienced
teacher and scholar who knows how to emphasize intriguing and eye-opening
elements of Western Civilization
* A book with a point of view: even if disagreed with, the text will at engage
students' minds
* Exceptional coverage of cultural history, especially the history of what
people thought and felt throughout the history of the West
* "Greater West" approach that integrates in sustained fashion coverage of
Islam and the Middle East
* Superior coverage of Jewish history and the history of women
* Extensive primary source excerpts integrated directly into the text, many of
which have been translated by the author
* Footnotes featuring surprising, engaging information usually neglected in other
texts
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The Cultures of the West: A History focuses on the ways in which the major ideas and passions of Western
culture developed, internally, and how they interacted with the broader world-for good and for ill. The
development of such key ideas as religion, science, and philosophy form the central narrative of this book.

The Cultures of the West stands apart from other textbooks in a variety of ways, the first being thematic
unity. What did people think and believe, throughout our history, about human nature, the right way to live,
God, the best forms of government, or the meaning of human life? Rather than maintaining a single
interpretive stance, author Clifford R. Backman relies upon a consistent set of questions: What did people
think and feel throughout the centuries about politics, science, religion, and sex? How did they come to their
positions regarding the right way to live? Backman's many years of experience in the classroom have
informed his approach-students respond to engaging questions more than they are inspired by facts.

Features:

* Single author voice: clearly and compellingly written by an experienced teacher and scholar who knows
how to emphasize intriguing and eye-opening elements of Western Civilization
* A book with a point of view: even if disagreed with, the text will at engage students' minds
* Exceptional coverage of cultural history, especially the history of what people thought and felt
throughout the history of the West
* "Greater West" approach that integrates in sustained fashion coverage of Islam and the Middle East
* Superior coverage of Jewish history and the history of women
* Extensive primary source excerpts integrated directly into the text, many of which have been translated
by the author
* Footnotes featuring surprising, engaging information usually neglected in other texts
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Clifford R. Backman is Professor of History at Boston University. He is the author of The Worlds of
Medieval Europe, Second Edition (OUP, 2008), and The Decline and Fall of Medieval Sicily: Politics,
Religion, and Economy in the Reign of Frederick III, 1296-1337 (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mindy Munson:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Cultures of the West, Combined Volume: A History.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book The Cultures of the West, Combined Volume: A History. You can add information and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Susan Crowell:

The book The Cultures of the West, Combined Volume: A History can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Cultures of
the West, Combined Volume: A History? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in
which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Cultures of the West, Combined Volume: A History has simple shape however, you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Manning:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Cultures of the West,
Combined Volume: A History is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Henry Rodriguez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Cultures of the West, Combined Volume: A
History was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Cultures of the
West, Combined Volume: A History has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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