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Joseph B. Soloveitchik, the rabbi known as “The Rav” by his followers
worldwide, was a leading authority on the meaning of Jewish law and prominent
force in building bridges between traditional Orthodox Judaism and the modern
world. In THE LONELY MAN OF FAITH, a soaring, eloquent essay first
published in Tradition magazine in 1965, Soloveitchik investigates the essential
loneliness of the person of faith in our narcissistic, materially oriented, utilitarian
society. In this modern classic, Soloveitchik uses the story of Adam and Eve as a
springboard, interweaving insights from such important Western philosophers as
Kierkegaard and Kant with innovative readings of Genesis to provide guidance
for the faithful in today’s world. He explains prayer as “the harbinger of moral
reformation,” and discusses with empathy and understanding the despair and
exasperation of individuals who seek personal redemption through direct
knowledge of a God who seems remote and unapproachable. He shows that
while the faithful may become members of a religious community, their true
home is “the abode of loneliness.” In a moving personal testimony, Soloveitchik
demonstrates a deep-seated commitment, intellectual courage, and integrity that
people of all religions will respond to.
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Joseph B. Soloveitchik, the rabbi known as “The Rav” by his followers worldwide, was a leading authority
on the meaning of Jewish law and prominent force in building bridges between traditional Orthodox Judaism
and the modern world. In THE LONELY MAN OF FAITH, a soaring, eloquent essay first published in
Tradition magazine in 1965, Soloveitchik investigates the essential loneliness of the person of faith in our
narcissistic, materially oriented, utilitarian society. In this modern classic, Soloveitchik uses the story of
Adam and Eve as a springboard, interweaving insights from such important Western philosophers as
Kierkegaard and Kant with innovative readings of Genesis to provide guidance for the faithful in today’s
world. He explains prayer as “the harbinger of moral reformation,” and discusses with empathy and
understanding the despair and exasperation of individuals who seek personal redemption through direct
knowledge of a God who seems remote and unapproachable. He shows that while the faithful may become
members of a religious community, their true home is “the abode of loneliness.” In a moving personal
testimony, Soloveitchik demonstrates a deep-seated commitment, intellectual courage, and integrity that
people of all religions will respond to.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Fusing the existential acuity of Kierkegaard with the wisdom of the Old Testament, Boston Orthodox rabbi
Soloveitchik has produced a timeless spiritual guide for men and women of all religions. In this soaring,
eloquent essay, first published in Tradition magazine in 1965, "The Rav," as he is known to his followers
worldwide, investigates the essential aloneness of the person of faith, whom he deems a misfit in our
narcissistic, technologically oriented, utilitarian society. Using the story of Adam and Eve as a springboard,
Soloveitchik explains prayer as "the harbinger of moral reformation" and probes the despair and exasperation
of individuals who seek to redeem existence through direct knowledge of a God who seems remote and
unapproachable. Although the faithful may become members of a "convenantal community," their true
home, he writes, is "the abode of loneliness" as they shuttle between the transcendent and the mundane.
Sudden shafts of illumination confront the reader at every turn in this inspirational personal testament.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Boston-based Orthodox Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, perhaps the greatest living authority on Halakhah
(Jewish law), offers some profound spiritual insights for persons of all creeds. Combining Kierkegaardian
and Kantian philosophical insights with a unique exegesis of the Genesis creation stories, Soloveitchik
provides guidance as to how the existential person of faith, essentially alone in a society beset by narcissism,
self-seeking ends, and an empty modern technology, can find personal redemption in the living God of
Biblical faith. This essay, originally published in the Orthodox Jewish journal Tradition in 1965, is an
excellent introduction to the thought of this great thinker. Recommended for large religion collections.
- Robert A. Silver, Shaker Heights P.L., Ohio
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“ . . . one of the most personal expressions ever voiced by a modern Talmudic authority on the elemental
power of religious faith and the ways in which the joy of life often comes mixed with longing, torment, and
despair.” —Time

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lila Dixon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book The Lonely Man of Faith seemed to be making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The
Lonely Man of Faith is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the
book The Lonely Man of Faith. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.



Phillip Ruiz:

The book untitled The Lonely Man of Faith is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
The Lonely Man of Faith from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Bartlett:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Lonely Man of Faith can give you a lot of close
friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Lonely Man of Faith.

Alan Sarno:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Lonely Man of Faith to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking
at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that
the publication The Lonely Man of Faith can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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