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How do rituals work? Although thisis one of the first questions that people
everywhere ask about rituals, little has been written explicitly on the topic. In The
Problem of Ritual Efficacy, nine scholars address thisissue, ranging across the
fields of history, anthropology, medicine, and biblical studies.

For "modern” people, the very notion of ritual efficacy is suspicious because
rituals are widely thought of as merely symbolic or expressive, so that - by
definition - they cannot be efficacious. Nevertheless people in many cultures
assume that rituals do indeed "work," and when we take a closer look at who
makes claims for ritual efficacy (and who disputes such claims), we learn a great
deal about the social and historical contexts of such debates. Moving from the
pre-modern era-in which the notion of ritual efficacy was not particularly
controversia-into the skeptical present, the authors address a set of debates
between positivists, natural scientists, and religious skeptics on the one side, and
interpretive social scientists, phenomenol ogists, and religious believers on the
other. Some contributors advance a particular theory of ritual efficacy while
others ask whether the question makes any sense at all.

This path-breaking interdisciplinary collection will be of interest to readersin
anthropology, history, religious studies, humanities and the social sciences
broadly defined, and makes an important contribution to the larger conversation
about what ritual does and why it matters to think about such things.
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How do rituals work? Although thisis one of the first questions that people everywhere ask about rituals,
little has been written explicitly on the topic. In The Problem of Ritual Efficacy, nine scholars address this
issue, ranging across the fields of history, anthropology, medicine, and biblical studies.

For "modern" people, the very notion of ritual efficacy is suspicious because rituals are widely thought of as
merely symbolic or expressive, so that - by definition - they cannot be efficacious. Nevertheless peoplein
many cultures assume that rituals do indeed "work," and when we take a closer look at who makes claims for
ritual efficacy (and who disputes such claims), we learn a great deal about the social and historical contexts
of such debates. Moving from the pre-modern era-in which the notion of ritual efficacy was not particularly
controversia-into the skeptical present, the authors address a set of debates between positivists, natural
scientists, and religious skeptics on the one side, and interpretive social scientists, phenomenol ogists, and
religious believers on the other. Some contributors advance a particular theory of ritual efficacy while others
ask whether the question makes any sense at all.

This path-breaking interdisciplinary collection will be of interest to readers in anthropology, history,
religious studies, humanities and the socia sciences broadly defined, and makes an important contribution to
the larger conversation about what ritual does and why it mattersto think about such things.
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Editorial Review
Review

"This collection of essays addresses the knotty and important problem of the efficacy of ritual from avariety
of perspectives spanning the disciplines of anthropology and theology. Thematically focused and
substantively rich, the volume will have considerable appeal to scholars and students in the fields of
anthropology of religion, history of religions, ritual studies, and theology."

-- Thomas J. Csordas, author of Body/Meaning/Healing and The Sacred Salf: A Cultural Phenomenol ogy of
Charismatic Healing

About the Author
For more information on the Oxford Ritual Studies Series, visit http://ritualstudies.com

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Poteat:

This The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read alot of
information you will get. This The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) having great arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not really fedl uninterested in reading.

Margaret Parker:

The fedling that you get from The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) isamore deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The Problem of Ritual Efficacy



(Oxford Ritual Studies) instantly.

Christopher Hickman:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth alwaystry to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies).

Debra Unger:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely of course. Peopleis human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies).

Download and Read Online The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford
Ritual Studies) From William Sax #URM 15E209XN



Read The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From
William Sax for online ebook

The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From William Sax Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From William Sax booksto
read online.

Online The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From William Sax
ebook PDF download

The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From William Sax Doc
The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From William Sax M obipocket
The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From William Sax EPub

URM 15E209XN: The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) From William Sax



