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When the late Spiro Kostof's A History of Architecture appeared in 1985, it was
universally hailed as a masterpiece--one of the finest books on architecture ever
written. The New York Times Book Review, in a front cover review, called it "a
magnificent guided tour through mankind's architecture," and The San Francisco
Chronicle wrote that "Kostof...has enthralled a generation of students.... Now he
has done the same thing for the public at large, in an extraordinary book that is a
new kind of architectural history."
This magisterial work has now been revised and expanded by Greg Castillo,
Kostof's colleague and literary executor. Insightful, engagingly written, and
graced with almost a thousand superb illustrations, the Second Edition of this
classic volume offers a sweeping narrative that examines architecture as it
reflects the social, economic, and technological systems of human history. The
scope of the book is astonishing. No mere survey of famous buildings, Kostof's
History examines a surprisingly wide variety of manmade structures: prehistoric
huts and the TVA, the pyramids at Giza and the Rome railway station, the
ziggurat and the department store. Indeed, Kostof considered every building
worthy of attention, every structure or shelter a potential source of insight,
whether it be the prehistoric hunting camps at Terra Amata, or the caves at
Lascaux with their magnificent paintings, or a twenty-story hotel on the Las
Vegas strip. The Second Edition features a new concluding chapter, "Designing
the Fin de Siècle," based on Kostof's last lecture notes and prepared by Castillo,
as well as an all-new 16-page color section. Many of the original line drawings
by Richard Tobias, as well as some 50 photographs, have also been updated or
replaced, for improved clarity.
Visually and intellectually stimulating, this book is at once a compelling history
and an indispensable reference on all aspects of our built environment. It
achieves for architecture what Janson's history accomplished for visual art.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Very useful!"--Mosette G. Broderich, New York University

"[Kostof's] challenging text is ultimately inspiring, richly rewarding, and at times brilliant."--School Library
Journal

From the Back Cover
Pulls together the work of a multitude of scholars into a workable synthesis that will be of value to college
students who are just becoming acquainted with the area of study...Kostof has achieved a synthesis of sound
scholarship, up-to-date interpretation, and excellent analysis for which he and his publisher are to be
congratulated.

About the Author

Spiro Kostof was Professor of Architectural History at the University of California at Berkeley, and was a
former president of the Society of Architectural Historians. Greg Castillo was Kostof's research assistant
and literary executor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candy Yazzie:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals giving you another experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Rosalie Dietrich:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A History of Architecture: Settings
and Rituals reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be



understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism A History of Architecture:
Settings and Rituals as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that
can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Beside this A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven
so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have A
History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this
point!

Elizabeth Rivera:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of Architecture: Settings and
Rituals can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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