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Character without conflict makes Jack Nicholson a dull boy. These two
screenwriting essentials are inextricably linked, and in Character & Conflict,
Mark Axelrod reveals how to integrate them in a new and refreshing way.

Starting with general principles, Character & Conflict takes you step by step
through every aspect of generating compelling characters and gripping conflicts.
Alluding to the work of Joseph Campbell and others, Axelrod offers extensive
insight into:

how a character's arc must progress●

how conflict shapes and is shaped by character●

how archetypes facilitate character creation and growth●

how rites of passage and other plot devices help conflict arise.●

Unlike in other screenwriting texts, whose authors tend to offer brief examples to
support their assertions, Axelrod bores deeply into the scripts of such feature
films as Amelie, Good Will Hunting, and Driven, revealing how to craft-and how
not to craft-rounded characters as well as the crises that bring them together or
set them at odds.

With exercises that sharpen the skills of both beginning and advanced writers,
examples that pull back the curtains on the writing process, plus Axelrod's
theories and experience-honed advice, reading Character & Conflict is like
taking an advanced seminar in screenwriting, without ever having to leave your
writing desk.
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Character without conflict makes Jack Nicholson a dull boy. These two screenwriting essentials are
inextricably linked, and in Character & Conflict, Mark Axelrod reveals how to integrate them in a new and
refreshing way.

Starting with general principles, Character & Conflict takes you step by step through every aspect of
generating compelling characters and gripping conflicts. Alluding to the work of Joseph Campbell and
others, Axelrod offers extensive insight into:

how a character's arc must progress●

how conflict shapes and is shaped by character●

how archetypes facilitate character creation and growth●

how rites of passage and other plot devices help conflict arise.●

Unlike in other screenwriting texts, whose authors tend to offer brief examples to support their assertions,
Axelrod bores deeply into the scripts of such feature films as Amelie, Good Will Hunting, and Driven,
revealing how to craft-and how not to craft-rounded characters as well as the crises that bring them together
or set them at odds.

With exercises that sharpen the skills of both beginning and advanced writers, examples that pull back the
curtains on the writing process, plus Axelrod's theories and experience-honed advice, reading Character &
Conflict is like taking an advanced seminar in screenwriting, without ever having to leave your writing desk.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Mark Axelrod is Professor of Comparative Literature and English at Chapman University in Orange,
California. He is also a practicing screenwriter whose work has been honored by the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, the Sundance Institute, and the Writers Guild, East. He has both conducted
screenwriting workshops and taught screenwriting throughout the U.S., Europe, and Latin America. He is the
author of two other books with Heinemann on screenwriting, Character and Conflict (2004) and Aspects of
the Screenplay (2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Character and Conflict: The
Cornerstones of Screenwriting to read.

David Sayre:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Character
and Conflict: The Cornerstones of Screenwriting suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Character and Conflict: The Cornerstones of
Screenwritingis one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in
this book.

Molly Maldonado:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Character and Conflict:
The Cornerstones of Screenwriting will give you a new experience in looking at a book.



Diana Slama:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Character and Conflict: The Cornerstones of Screenwriting we can get more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Character and
Conflict: The Cornerstones of Screenwriting. You can more inviting than now.
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