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In thisinnovative book, Alfred W. McCoy takes a new approach to the military
and political history of the Philippines. Comparing two generations of graduates
from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA)—the classes of 1940 and
1971—McCoy uncovers fundamental differencesin their academic socialization
and subseguent ascent to power. Viewed through this comparative lens, the story
of these two classes becomes the history of the entire Philippine army, offering
important insights into the complexities of Filipino involvement in war and peace
from the 1930s to the 1990s.

Drawing on extensive interviews with these officers, aswell as on diaries and
memoirs, the book details for the first time activities of the secretive brotherhood
that is the Filipino officer corps. Members of the class of 1940, who bonded to
one another in PMA training modeled after West Point’s, emerged from heroic
battles against Japanese invaders with their belief in civil supremacy over the
military affirmed. In postwar decades, they actively blocked coup attempts. By
contrast, the class of ' 71 emerged from the academy to become the fist of the
Marcos dictatorship. Their involvement in torture ruptured the academy’s
socialization and inspired them to launch six coup attempts in the late 1980s. The
collective biographies of these officers offer insights not only into Philippine
history but also into topics of wider global import—the influence of male gender
on adigtinctly gendered institution, the causes of coup d’ état, and the collective
trauma of torture.
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In thisinnovative book, Alfred W. McCoy takes a new approach to the military and political history of the
Philippines. Comparing two generations of graduates from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA)—the
classes of 1940 and 1971—McCoy uncovers fundamental differencesin their academic socialization and
subsequent ascent to power. Viewed through this comparative lens, the story of these two classes becomes
the history of the entire Philippine army, offering important insights into the complexities of Filipino
involvement in war and peace from the 1930s to the 1990s.

Drawing on extensive interviews with these officers, as well as on diaries and memoirs, the book details for
the first time activities of the secretive brotherhood that is the Filipino officer corps. Members of the class of
1940, who bonded to one another in PMA training modeled after West Point’s, emerged from heroic battles
against Japanese invaders with their belief in civil supremacy over the military affirmed. In postwar decades,
they actively blocked coup attempts. By contrast, the class of ' 71 emerged from the academy to become the
fist of the Marcos dictatorship. Their involvement in torture ruptured the academy’ s socialization and
inspired them to launch six coup attemptsin the late 1980s. The collective biographies of these officers offer
insights not only into Philippine history but also into topics of wider global import—the influence of male
gender on adistinctly gendered institution, the causes of coup d’ état, and the collective trauma of torture.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Alfred W. McCoy is professor of Southeast Asian history at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lois Reyna:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military
Academy. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carroll Torres:

The ability that you get from Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy could be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the
Philippine Military Academy giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this book iswell-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand
then can go aong, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of
Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy instantly.

Ruben Hardy:

This book untitled Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sellsthe e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.



Christopher Pipkin:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Closer Than Brothers:
Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
till want to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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