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This anthology has one simple goal: to give the reader a flavour of 'how life was
lived' in Victorian London, through the words of the Victorians themselves. It is
not a comprehensive study; but I have revisited an archive of ten years' reading
and research — nineteenth century diaries, newspapers, magazines, memoirs,
guidebooks — in an attempt to include as many diverse aspects of Victorian life
as possible. There is, I must admit, a certain bias in my choice of material: I
concentrate on the poor and middle-class. Queen Victoria is glimpsed at a
distance, in Hyde Park; MPs and members of the aristocracy appear as the
patrons of charities; but this is a book about the everyday.

Some of these excerpts make for rather grim reading: the graphic account of a
botched back-street abortion; the plight of homeless children, abandoned by their
parents; the fever-ridden slums of Jacob's Island. Crime is also to the fore:
attempts at blackmail; the rise of the 'hooligan' in Lambeth; the vicious malice of
the 'vitriol thrower'. Likewise, it is impossible to neglect the scourge of
prostitution in the capital, albeit with one rare instance of a 'soiled dove' who
'made good'. I have, therefore, included a few gratuitous doses of quirky
Victoriana, to leaven the mix: advice on keeping pet squirrels; the invention of
the snail telegraph (the supposed power of 'escargotic vibration'); how to make
tooth powder (with the obligatory drop of cocaine).

I also focus on street life. Hence you will find articles about the giant 'advertising
vans' which blocked major thoroughfares; races between rival omnibus
companies; the wall painters who engaged in 'guerilla advertising'; the delights of
Victorian fast food (sheep's trotters, anyone?). This book, at its best, should
provide a vicarious form of time travel. The reader will feel, I hope, that they
have walked the streets of Victorian London and, having read the more intimate
passages — how to remove bed-bugs; tips on wet-nursing; dire warnings against
'secret vice' — that they have also glimpsed behind closed doors. Some things
herein may appear quaint — complaints against the immorality of the 'can-can';
disdain for women practising 'bloomerism' (ie. wearing trousers); the unlikely
forfeits demanded by parlour games — but they all throw a revealing light on the
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distinctive mores of the time.

I hope, too, that a few things will surprise and astonish, to the extent that they
seem almost unbelievable (although, rest assured, this work contains no
fabrications). Have you ever heard of the enterprising showman who started his
'Jack the Ripper' chamber of horrors in Whitechapel, within weeks of the 1888
murders? Or the peculiar safeguards afforded by corsets? Or the bar-maids who
worked in Underground stations? Or the first (and last) Mesmeric Hospital
established in London?

It may seem presumptuous to call this an extraordinary anthology; yet it is the
extraordinary details of daily life in the 'Great Metropolis' that continue to
fascinate me. My only wish is that the reader may share my enthusiasm.

Lee Jackson
2011
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Victoriana, to leaven the mix: advice on keeping pet squirrels; the invention of the snail telegraph (the
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herein may appear quaint — complaints against the immorality of the 'can-can'; disdain for women practising
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I hope, too, that a few things will surprise and astonish, to the extent that they seem almost unbelievable
(although, rest assured, this work contains no fabrications). Have you ever heard of the enterprising
showman who started his 'Jack the Ripper' chamber of horrors in Whitechapel, within weeks of the 1888
murders? Or the peculiar safeguards afforded by corsets? Or the bar-maids who worked in Underground
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From reader reviews:

Alex Estepp:

The book Daily Life in Victorian London : An Extraordinary Anthology (Victorian London Ebooks Book 4)
has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Jack Godina:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Daily Life in Victorian London : An Extraordinary
Anthology (Victorian London Ebooks Book 4), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Hubert Macarthur:

Beside this particular Daily Life in Victorian London : An Extraordinary Anthology (Victorian London
Ebooks Book 4) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Daily Life in Victorian
London : An Extraordinary Anthology (Victorian London Ebooks Book 4) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at
this point!

Josephine Draughn:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is Daily Life in Victorian London : An Extraordinary Anthology (Victorian



London Ebooks Book 4). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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