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Many of the stars of the silver screen in twentieth-century Hollywood became
national icons, larger-than-life figures held up as paragons of American virtues.
Unfortunately, the private lives of actors such as John Wayne, Henry Fonda, and
Errol Flynn rarely lived up to the idealistic roles they portrayed. However, James
Stewart was known as the underdog fighter in many of his films and in real life.
He was highly decorated for his bravery during his time as a bomber pilot during
World War II and was adored for his earnest and kindly persona.

Here many unknown sides of Stewart are revealed: his explosive temper, his
complex love affairs, his service as a secret agent for the FBI, his innate shyness,
and his passionate patriotism. Munn’s personal touch shines through his writing,
as he was a friend of Stewart and his wife, Gloria, and interviewed them as well
as their colleagues and friends. This definitive biography reveals the childhood
ups and downs that formed this cinema hero, explores the legendary
Fonda–Stewart relationship, and recounts Stewart’s experiences making
acclaimed films that include The Philadelphia Story, Rear Window, Anatomy of
a Murder, It’s a Wonderful Life, and Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.
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Many of the stars of the silver screen in twentieth-century Hollywood became national icons, larger-than-life
figures held up as paragons of American virtues. Unfortunately, the private lives of actors such as John
Wayne, Henry Fonda, and Errol Flynn rarely lived up to the idealistic roles they portrayed. However, James
Stewart was known as the underdog fighter in many of his films and in real life. He was highly decorated for
his bravery during his time as a bomber pilot during World War II and was adored for his earnest and kindly
persona.

Here many unknown sides of Stewart are revealed: his explosive temper, his complex love affairs, his
service as a secret agent for the FBI, his innate shyness, and his passionate patriotism. Munn’s personal
touch shines through his writing, as he was a friend of Stewart and his wife, Gloria, and interviewed them as
well as their colleagues and friends. This definitive biography reveals the childhood ups and downs that
formed this cinema hero, explores the legendary Fonda–Stewart relationship, and recounts Stewart’s
experiences making acclaimed films that include The Philadelphia Story, Rear Window, Anatomy of a
Murder, It’s a Wonderful Life, and Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Ask a younger audience about Gary Cooper or Spencer Tracy, and you might get a blank stare. Jimmy
Stewart, thanks to It’s a Wonderful Life, hasn’t suffered the same fate. Stewart’s fans are in for a treat with
this anecdote-filled biography, which features a major bombshell: for years, Stewart provided undercover
reports to the FBI’s J. Edgar Hoover. Among the nuggets mined here: the rift over politics between
conservative Stewart and his liberal best friend, Henry Fonda; Stewart being tempted by Grace Kelly; and
how Stewart wanted to help Hoover rout the Mafia from Hollywood but ended up naming Communists.
Unfortunately, these revelations and the text as a whole could have been better documented. Appended is a
list of sources, but as Munn, a friend of both Stewart and Stewart’s wife, Gloria, testifies, it’s limited to “who
I’ve quoted . . . along with the year (as best I can remember it)” and the location. Much of the information
comes from phone calls and social chats with Gloria Stewart. Did Munn really write everything down? Still,
shaky bona fides aside, this a fun Old Hollywood bio. --Ilene Cooper

Review

“This affectionate biography is intriguing and groundbreaking. . . . The content is immensely valuable in
exploring Stewart’s dark side.” —Sunday Times

“A fun Old Hollywood bio.” —Booklist

About the Author
 Michael Munn is a film historian and the author of twenty-five books, including Stars at War, The
Hollywood Connection, and the bestseller John Wayne: The Man Behind the Myth. As a journalist he has
written extensively on cinema, crime, ancient history, and the World War Two. He lives in Suffolk, England.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

The ability that you get from Jimmy Stewart: The Truth Behind the Legend may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but Jimmy Stewart: The Truth Behind the Legend giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Jimmy Stewart: The Truth Behind the
Legend instantly.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Juanita Jones:

The reserve with title Jimmy Stewart: The Truth Behind the Legend includes a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Peggy Nunes:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Jimmy Stewart: The Truth Behind the Legend your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get before. The Jimmy Stewart: The Truth Behind the Legend giving you another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

John Merritt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Jimmy Stewart: The Truth Behind the Legend why
because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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