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The state regulation of prostitution, as established under the Contagious Diseases
Acts of 1864, 1866 and 1869, and the successful campaign for the repeal of the
Acts, provide the framework for this study of alliances between prostitutes and
feminists and their clashes with medical authorities and police. Prostitution and
Victorian Society makes amajor contribution to women's history, working-class
history, and the socia history of medicine and politics. It demonstrates how
feminists and others mobilized over sexual questions, how public discourse on
prostitution redefined sexuality in the late nineteenth century, and how the state
helped to recast definitions of social deviance.
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The state regulation of prostitution, as established under the Contagious Diseases Acts of 1864, 1866 and
1869, and the successful campaign for the repeal of the Acts, provide the framework for this study of
alliances between prostitutes and feminists and their clashes with medical authorities and police. Prostitution
and Victorian Society makes amajor contribution to women's history, working-class history, and the social
history of medicine and politics. It demonstrates how feminists and others mobilized over sexual questions,
how public discourse on prostitution redefined sexuality in the late nineteenth century, and how the state
helped to recast definitions of social deviance.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Prostitution and Victorian Society represents women's history at its most ambitious and effective.
Walkowitz's discerning analysis of the Ladies National Association's ideas and strategies makes her book a
very useful part of the political education of feminists of our own generation.' Ellen Ross, Signs

'A picture of the complex mechanisms through which class, gender and sexualities are refracted and shaped.
Thisisamajor, pathbreaking achievement which will leave future historians deeply in Judith Walkowitz's
debt.' Jeffrey Weeks, History Today

"... essentia (and compelling) reading.’ British Journal of Law and Society

"... aclassic of socia history, full of vivid experience bound together by a profound understanding of the
social ideology and moral myth of Victorian England ... A work of impeccable scholarship; a parable for
today; yes, both of these. But let the reviewer not founder in her own morality. Thisis also abook full of
lusty life and exceptional characters.' Elizabeth Janeway, Los Angeles Times

"Walkowitz reveals the complexity of the social, economic, moral, religious and political (including feminist)
issues that were entwined in the CD controversy through avirtuoso analysis. Walkowitz exposes the void
that till existsin the historical explanation of changesin ideas and policies on sexual and social relations of
the sexes that have transpired since late Victorian times. The exposure is aworthy challenge to a social
historian who can match Walkowitz's giftsin research and analysis.' The American Historical Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Reginald M cDade:

The reserve with title Prostitution and Victorian Society: Women, Class, and the State posesses alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Geraldine Carlson:

This Prostitution and Victorian Society: Women, Class, and the State is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we
can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole detailsin
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Prostitution and Victorian Society: Women, Class, and the State in your hand



like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So, this can be good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Rena Campbell:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Prostitution and Victorian Society:
Women, Class, and the State is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Keith Robertson:

As astudent exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or

real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Prostitution and Victorian Society: Women, Class, and the State can
make you feel more interested to read.
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