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Arsenic isrightly infamous as the poison of choice for Victorian murderers. Y et
the great majority of fatalities from arsenic in the nineteenth century came not
from intentional poisoning, but from accident.

Kept in many homes for the purpose of poisoning rats, the white powder was
easily mistaken for sugar or flour and often incorporated into the family dinner. 1t
was also widely present in green dyes, used to tint everything from candles and
candies to curtains, wallpaper, and clothing (it was arsenic in old lace that was
the danger). Whether at home amidst arsenical curtains and wallpapers, at work
manufacturing these products, or at play swirling about the papered, curtained
ballroom in arsenical gowns and gloves, no one was beyond the poison's reach.

Drawing on the medical, legal, and popular literature of the time, The Arsenic
Century paints avivid picture of its wide-ranging and insidious presence in
Victorian daily life, weaving together the history of its emergence as a nearly
inescapabl e household hazard with the sordid story of its frequent employment as
atool of murder and suicide. And ultimately, asthe final chapter suggests,
arsenic in Victorian Britain was very much the pilot episode for a series of
environmental poisoning dramas that grew ever more common during the
twentieth century and still has no end in sight.
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Arsenic isrightly infamous as the poison of choice for Victorian murderers. Y et the great majority of
fatalities from arsenic in the nineteenth century came not from intentional poisoning, but from accident.

Kept in many homes for the purpose of poisoning rats, the white powder was easily mistaken for sugar or
flour and often incorporated into the family dinner. It was also widely present in green dyes, used to tint
everything from candles and candies to curtains, wallpaper, and clothing (it was arsenic in old lace that was
the danger). Whether at home amidst arsenical curtains and wallpapers, at work manufacturing these
products, or at play swirling about the papered, curtained ballroom in arsenical gowns and gloves, no one
was beyond the poison's reach.

Drawing on the medical, legal, and popular literature of the time, The Arsenic Century paints avivid picture
of itswide-ranging and insidious presence in Victorian daily life, weaving together the history of its
emergence as a nearly inescapable household hazard with the sordid story of its frequent employment as a
tool of murder and suicide. And ultimately, asthe final chapter suggests, arsenic in Victorian Britain was
very much the pilot episode for a series of environmental poisoning dramas that grew ever more common
during the twentieth century and still has no end in sight.
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Editorial Review

Review

Aswell as opening up vistas of Victorian science, 'The Arsenic Century' isagood read. W F Bynum, Nature
Lively account...Thisisamodel for intellectually sound popular history...'Arsenic Century' has much to
recommend. lan Burney, BBC History Magazine I'd recommend this fascinating book. Rebecca Armstrong,
The Arsenic Century James C. Whorton has written alovely book, a near-perfect blend of rigorous
scholarship and jaunty story-telling. Kathryn Hughes, The Guardian Brilliantly informative and entertaining
book. Kathryn Hughes, The Guardian A lovely book, a near-perfect blend of rigorous scholarship and jaunty
storytelling. Kathryn Hughes, The Guardian The story his book tells is both gripping and terrible. Sunday
Times, John Carey

About the Author

James C. Whorton is Professor Emeritus of the History of Medicine at the University of Washington,
Seattle, and has written numerous articles and books on the history of medicine and health, including Nature
Cures. The History of Alternative Medicinein America, also published by Oxford University Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Poston:

Baook will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Arsenic Century: How
Victorian Britain was Poisoned at Home, Work, and Play will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can
feel alot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suited book with you?

Peter Wright:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Arsenic Century: How Victorian Britain was
Poisoned at Home, Work, and Play can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.



Larry Moore:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. The Arsenic Century: How Victorian Britain was Poisoned at Home, Work, and
Play can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Brenda Moulton:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Arsenic Century: How Victorian Britain was Poisoned at Home, Work, and Play can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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