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Irish saga literature represents the largest collection of vernacular narrative in
existence from the early Middle Ages, using the tools of Christian literacy to
retell myths and legends about the pagan past. This unigue corpus remains
marginal to standard histories of Western literature: its tales are widely read, but
their literary artistry remains a puzzle to many even within Celtic studies. This
book, the first monograph to offer a systematic literary analysis of any single
native Irish tale, aimsto show how one particularly celebrated saga 'works as a
story: the Middle Irish tale Togail Bruidne Da Derga (The Destruction of Da
Derga's Hostel), which James Carney called 'the finest saga of the early period'.
This epic tale tells how the legendary king Conaire was raised by a shadowy
Otherworld to the kingship of Taraand, after afatal error of judgement, was
hounded by spectresto an untimely death at Da Derga's Hostel at the hands of his
own foster-brothers. By turns lyrical and laconic, and rich in native mythol ogical
imagery, the story istold with a dramatic intensity worthy of Greek tragedy, and
the intricate symmetry of its narrative procedure recalls the visual patterning of
illuminated manuscripts such as The Book of Kells. This book invites the reader
to enjoy and understand this literary masterpiece, explaining its narrative artistry
within its native, classical and biblical literary contexts. Against a historical
backdrop of shifting ideologies of Christian kingship, it interprets the saga's
possible significance for contemporary audiences as a questioning exploration of
the challenges and paradoxes of kingship.
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Irish saga literature represents the largest collection of vernacular narrative in existence from the early
Middle Ages, using the tools of Christian literacy to retell myths and legends about the pagan past. This
unique corpus remains marginal to standard histories of Western literature: its tales are widely read, but their
literary artistry remains a puzzle to many even within Celtic studies. This book, the first monograph to offer
asystematic literary analysis of any single native Irish tale, aims to show how one particularly celebrated
saga 'works as astory: the Middle Irish tale Togail Bruidne Da Derga (The Destruction of Da Derga's
Hostel), which James Carney called 'the finest saga of the early period'. This epic tale tells how the legendary
king Conaire was raised by a shadowy Otherworld to the kingship of Taraand, after afatal error of
judgement, was hounded by spectres to an untimely death at Da Derga's Hostel at the hands of his own
foster-brothers. By turnslyrical and laconic, and rich in native mythological imagery, the story istold witha
dramatic intensity worthy of Greek tragedy, and the intricate symmetry of its narrative procedure recalls the
visual patterning of illuminated manuscripts such as The Book of Kells. This book invites the reader to enjoy
and understand this literary masterpiece, explaining its narrative artistry within its native, classical and
biblical literary contexts. Against a historical backdrop of shifting ideologies of Christian kingship, it
interprets the saga's possible significance for contemporary audiences as a questioning exploration of the
challenges and paradoxes of kingship.
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Editorial Review

Review

O'Connor has written a book that constitutes a major step forward in the criticism of the early Irish saga. It
deservesto be as stimulating of further discussion asit is persuasivein itsown terms. * T.M. Charles-
Edwards, Corpus Christi College, Oxford University, Cambrian Medieval Celtic Studies *

About the Author

Ralph O'Connor, Professor of the Literature and Culture of Britain, Ireland, and Iceland, University of
Aberdeen

Ralph O'Connor studied Anglo-Saxon, Norse & Celtic and English Literature at the University of
Cambridge before becoming a Junior Research Fellow in Irish and Icelandic Literature at St John's College,
Cambridge. Heis currently Professor of the Literature and Culture of Britain, Ireland, and Iceland at the
University of Aberdeen, where he teaches in the departments of Celtic, History, and English. He has
published widely on mediaeval Irish and Icelandic and modern British literature. His previous books are
Icelandic Histories and Romances (Tempus, 2002), The Earth on Show: Fossils and the Poetics of Popular
Science (Chicago, 2007), which won two international book prizesin 2008, and Science as Romance
(Pickering & Chatto, 2012).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Norman Brown:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhile is reading.
Y es, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel:
Kingship and Narrative Artistry in aMediaeval Irish Saga book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Barbara Bdll:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How alot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship
and Narrative Artistry in aMediaeval Irish Saga book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the datain this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.



Pedro Dillon:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and |learning books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Destruction of Da
Dergas Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in aMediaeval Irish Sagais kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Susan Frame:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this al time you only find guide that need more time to be
go through. The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in aMediaeval Irish Saga
can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Download and Read Online The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel:
Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga By
Ralph O'Connor #R76UDYH2L WX



Read The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative
Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga By Ralph O'Connor for online
ebook

The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in aMediaeval Irish Saga By Ralph
O'Connor Free PDF dOownlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel:
Kingship and Narrative Artistry in aMediaeval Irish Saga By Ralph O'Connor books to read online.

Online The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a
Mediaeval Irish Saga By Ralph O'Connor ebook PDF download

The Destruction of Da Derga's Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga By
Ralph O'Connor Doc

The Destruction of Da Derga’'s Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga By Ralph O'Connor
M obipocket

The Destruction of Da Derga’'sHostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga By Ralph O'Connor
EPub

R76UDYH2LWX: The Destruction of Da Derga’'s Hostel: Kingship and Narrative Artistry in a Mediaeval Irish Saga By
Ralph O'Connor



