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From one of the highest ranking officers on the ground in Iran comes a no-
holds-barred look at America’s brave mission against terrorism

Colonel James H. Kyle was involved in every stage of the Iran hostage rescue
operation. As Desert-1 Commander, he alone bore responsibility for the
courageous mission. Now Colonel Kyle spares no one, including himself, in this
riveting account that takes readers from the initial brainstorming sessions and
training camps to the desert rehearsals, the forward staging areas in Egypt and
Oman, and finally to the desert refueling site, where he decided to abort.

Colonel Kyle provides honest answers to tough questions: Why were the pilots
caught totally off guard by the weather? How did the CIA contribute to the
mission’s breakdown? And could such a failure happen again? The Guts to Try is
a thrilling true-life adventure story–exploring America’s ability to react quickly,
forcefully, and effectively to acts of terrorism.

From the Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
A powerful eyewitness account of the disastrous April 1980 attempt to rescue the American hostages in
Tehran. Kyle, an expert in Special Operations and the officer in charge of the Air Force component,
describes the mission from the earliest planning at the Pentagon through the subsequent rehearsals to the
operation in Iran. Criticizing analyses by other participants, he offers his own diagnosis of five factors that
contributed to the mission's failure: the weather forecast, poor communications equipment, pilot decision
error, restrictions on tactics, and a poor flight plan. Comparable to Ken Follet's On Wings of Eagles ( LJ
8/83), which described Texas industrialist Ross Perot's successful rescue effort in Iran, Kyle's book
contributes to our understanding of the hostage crisis and will add fuel to the controversy surrounding it.
Recommended for a wide range of readers.
- Sanford R. Silverburg, Catawba Coll., Salisbury, N.C.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
From one of the highest ranking officers on the ground in Iran comes a no-holds-barred look at
America?s brave mission against terrorism

Colonel James H. Kyle was involved in every stage of the Iran hostage rescue operation. As Desert-1
Commander, he alone bore responsibility for the courageous mission. Now Colonel Kyle spares no one,
including himself, in this riveting account that takes readers from the initial brainstorming sessions and
training camps to the desert rehearsals, the forward staging areas in Egypt and Oman, and finally to the
desert refueling site, where he decided to abort.

Colonel Kyle provides honest answers to tough questions: Why were the pilots caught totally off guard by
the weather? How did the CIA contribute to the mission?s breakdown? And could such a failure happen
again? The Guts to Try is a thrilling true-life adventure story?exploring America?s ability to react quickly,
forcefully, and effectively to acts of terrorism.

About the Author
Colonel James H. Kyle, USAF (Ret.), was the commander of the Air Force component of the Iran Rescue
Mission in 1980 and was commander of the landing zone in Iran known as Desert-I. He has extensive
experience (including time in Vietnam) and knowledge in special operations. Kyle served in the Air Force
for thirty years, earned several decorations, and logged 9,000 crew flying hours, 1,000 of those in combat.
He lives in Honolulu, Hawaii.

John R. Eidson is Copy Desk Chief, Features Department, of the Press Telegram, in Long Beach,
California.

From the Paperback edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Ruby Sprankle:

The knowledge that you get from The Guts to Try: The Untold Story of the Iran Hostage Rescue Mission by
the On-scene Desert Commander is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Guts
to Try: The Untold Story of the Iran Hostage Rescue Mission by the On-scene Desert Commander giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The Guts
to Try: The Untold Story of the Iran Hostage Rescue Mission by the On-scene Desert Commander instantly.

Margarito Rone:

The guide untitled The Guts to Try: The Untold Story of the Iran Hostage Rescue Mission by the On-scene
Desert Commander is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Guts to Try:
The Untold Story of the Iran Hostage Rescue Mission by the On-scene Desert Commander from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Owen Neri:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Guts to Try: The Untold Story of
the Iran Hostage Rescue Mission by the On-scene Desert Commander which is keeping the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Sophia Hardee:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Guts to Try: The Untold Story of the
Iran Hostage Rescue Mission by the On-scene Desert Commander. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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