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Thucydides called his account of two decades of war between Athens and Sparta
“a possssion for all time,” and indeed it is the first and still most famous work in
the Western historical tradition. Considered essential reading for generals,
statesmen, and liberally educated citizens for more than 2,000 years, The
Peloponnesian War is a mine of military, moral, political, and philosophical
wisdom.
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However, this classic book has long presented obstacles to the uninitiated reader.
Robert Strassler's new edition removes these obstacles by providing a new
coherence to the narrative overall, and by effectively reconstructing the lost
cultural context that Thucydides shared with his original audience. Based on the
venerable Richard Crawley translation, updated and revised for modern readers.
The Landmark Thucydides includes a vast array of superbly designed and
presented maps, brief informative appendices by outstanding classical scholars
on subjects of special relevance to the text, explanatory marginal notes on each
page, an index of unprecedented subtlety, and numerous other useful features.

In any list of the Great Books of Western Civilization, The Peloponnesian War
stands near the top. This authoritative new edition will ensure that its greatness is
appreciated by future generations.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War is one of the great books in the Western tradition, as well as
its first true historical narrative. Editor Robert Strassler has annotated this classic text to make it more
accessible to modern readers and added dozens of maps for easy reference. A helpful introduction places
Thucydides in proper historical context and a series of short appendices focus on particular aspects of life
and war during the period. But the bulk of the book itself, where Thucydides chronicles the long struggle
between Athens and Sparta, enjoys an unexpected freshness on these pages--partly due to Strassler's
magnificent editorial labors, but mostly because it's a great story resonant with heroes, villains, bravery,
desperation, and tragedy. Every library should have a copy of Thucydides in it, especially libraries on
military history, and The Landmark Thucydides is without question the best version available.

From Library Journal
Strassler, an unaffiliated scholar of classical studies, has remedied many of the flaws of Richard Crawley's
1874 translation of The Peloponnesian War. He has added descriptive paragraph-by-paragraph synopses,
topic headers on every page, numerous maps keyed to the adjoining text, explanatory footnotes, an extensive
index, an excellent introduction by Victor Davis Hanson (California State Univ.), and 11 appendixes (by
various scholars) on politics, warfare, and society in the Greece of the fifth century B.C.E. What the editor
has done he has done well, creating a valuable basic reference for students of ancient history. His work has
only two flaws: it lacks a substantial bibliography, having only a two-page "concise" one; and the price will
put it out of reach of many institutions. For academic libraries and others with large history
collections.?James F. DeRoche, Alexandria, Va.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
David Denby Los Angeles Times A magnificent edition of the great historian's The Peloponnesian War.

Donald Kagan author of On the Origins of War and Pericles of Athens This is the best book with which to
start study of Thueydides and the Peloponnesian War.

Paul A. Rahne The Washington Times Without question, this is the finest edition of Thueydides history ever
produced; It is a treasure.

The Boston Globe Thoroughly readable....Anyone interested in the culture of conflict -- political as well as
military, contemporary as well as ancient -- can learn much from this durable work.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Kline:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you



read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Landmark Thucydides: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Peloponnesian War is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Myron Mendez:

The reason? Because this The Landmark Thucydides: A Comprehensive Guide to the Peloponnesian War is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Rachel Wessels:

Beside that The Landmark Thucydides: A Comprehensive Guide to the Peloponnesian War in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Landmark Thucydides: A Comprehensive Guide to the
Peloponnesian War because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Rachel Morris:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Landmark Thucydides: A Comprehensive Guide to the Peloponnesian War
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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