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In 1957, Herbert L.Matthews of the New York Times, then considered one of the
premiere foreign correspondents of his time, tracked down Fidel Castro in Cuba's
Sierra Maestra mountains and returned with what was considered the scoop of
the century. His heroic portrayal of Castro, who was then believed dead, had a
powerful effect on American perceptions of Cuba, both in and out of the
government, and profoundly influenced the fall of the Batista regime. When
Castro emerged as a Soviet-backed dictator, Matthews became a scapegoat; his
paper turned on him, his career foundered, and he was accused of betraying his
country. In this fascinating book, New York Times reporter DePalma investigates
the Matthews case to reveal how it contains the story not just of one
newspaperman but of an age, not just how Castro came to power but how
America determines who its enemies are. He re-creates the atmosphere of
revolutionary Cuba and Cold War America, and clarifies the facts of Castro's
ascension and political evolution from the many myths that have sprung up
around them. Through adramatic, ironic, in ways tragic story, The Man Who
Invented Fidel offers provocative insights into Cuban palitics, the Cuban-
American relationship, and the many difficult balancing acts of responsible
journalism.
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In 1957, Herbert L.Matthews of the New York Times, then considered one of the premiere foreign
correspondents of histime, tracked down Fidel Castro in Cuba's Sierra Maestra mountains and returned with
what was considered the scoop of the century. His heroic portrayal of Castro, who was then believed dead,
had a powerful effect on American perceptions of Cuba, both in and out of the government, and profoundly
influenced the fall of the Batista regime. When Castro emerged as a Soviet-backed dictator, Matthews
became a scapegoat; his paper turned on him, his career foundered, and he was accused of betraying his
country. In this fascinating book, New York Times reporter DePalma investigates the Matthews case to reveal
how it contains the story not just of one newspaperman but of an age, not just how Castro came to power but
how America determines who its enemies are. He re-creates the atmosphere of revolutionary Cuba and Cold
War America, and clarifies the facts of Castro's ascension and political evolution from the many myths that
have sprung up around them. Through a dramatic, ironic, in ways tragic story, The Man Who Invented Fidel
offers provocative insights into Cuban politics, the Cuban-American relationship, and the many difficult
balancing acts of responsible journalism.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

In 1957, Herbert L. Matthews, a veteran foreign correspondent for the New York Times, trekked into the
rugged Sierra Maestre in southeastern Cuba. There he interviewed a young lawyer, Fidel Castro, who had
landed in Cuba several months earlier with the intention of waging guerrillawarfare to overthrow the Batista
regime. Cuban government officials had claimed that Castro was dead and that the rebels had been
obliterated. But Matthews' interview confirmed that Castro and his movement survived. Furthermore,
Matthews conveyed Castro's plans for a demacratic, non-Communist revolution, which earned him the
sympathy of many Americans from both political parties. When Castro's revolution quickly turned hard | eft,
Matthews was condemned as either an apologist for Castro or a naive dupe who had served the interests of
international communism. DePalma, also a New York Times correspondent, chronicles the career of
Matthews and dispels many of the myths surrounding his interviews with Castro and his subsequent
reporting on the Cuban revolution. Thisis an interesting and often surprising piece of investigative
journalism. Jay Freeman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"ariveting, illuminating and troubling work of reportage and history." -- Yukon News, January 10, 2007

About the Author

Anthony DePalma has been a correspondent and reporter at the New York Times for almost twenty years
and isthe author of Here: A Biography of the New American Continent. In 2003 he was awarded a
fellowship at Notre Dame's Kellogg Ingtitute for International Studies to research the role of the mediain
shaping Americas foreign relations. He was recently part of the special team of reporters that looked into the
impact of class divisionson lifein the United States for the Times. He now writes about the environment. He
and hiswife, who was born in Cuba, livein Montclair, New Jersey.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jack L au:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They haveto
answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book isfamiliar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guarderia until university need this The Man Who Invented
Fidel: Castro, Cuba, and Herbert L. Matthews of The New Y ork Times to read.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Concepcion Maldonado:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possihilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Man Who Invented Fidel:
Castro, Cuba, and Herbert L. Matthews of The New Y ork Times as your daily resource information.

Geraldine Davis:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays alwaystry to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them isthis The Man Who Invented Fidel: Castro, Cuba, and Herbert L. Matthews of The New Y ork Times.

Kathi Adamo:

The actual book The Man Who Invented Fidel: Castro, Cuba, and Herbert L. Matthews of The New Y ork
Times has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.
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