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A sweeping novel set in war-torn 1928 China, with a star-crossed love story at its
center.

In acity full of thieves and Communists, danger and death, spirited young Lydia
Ivanova has lived a hard life. Always looking over her shoulder, the sixteen-
year-old must steal to feed herself and her mother, Valentina, who numbered
among the Russian elite until Bolsheviks murdered most of them, including her
husband. Asexiles, Lydiaand Vaentina have learned to survivein aforeign
land.

Often, Lydia steals away to meet with the handsome young freedom fighter
Chang An Lo. But they face danger: Chiang Kai Shek's troops are headed toward
Junchow to kill Reds like Chang, who hasin his possession the jewels of a
tsarina, meant as a gift for the despot's wife. The young pair's al-consuming love
can only bring shame and peril upon them, from both sides. Those in power will
do anything to quell it. But Lydiaand Chang are powerlessto end it.
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A sweeping novel set in war-torn 1928 China, with a star-crossed love story at its center.

Inacity full of thieves and Communists, danger and death, spirited young Lydialvanova haslived a hard
life. Always looking over her shoulder, the sixteen-year-old must steal to feed herself and her mother,
Valentina, who numbered among the Russian elite until Bolsheviks murdered most of them, including her
hushand. As exiles, Lydiaand Valentina have learned to survive in aforeign land.

Often, Lydia steals away to meet with the handsome young freedom fighter Chang An Lo. But they face
danger: Chiang Kai Shek's troops are headed toward Junchow to kill Reds like Chang, who hasin his
possession the jewels of atsarina, meant as a gift for the despot's wife. The young pair's all-consuming love
can only bring shame and peril upon them, from both sides. Thaose in power will do anything to quell it. But
Lydiaand Chang are powerlessto end it.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The experiences of the author's mother inspired this debut novel, a somewhat improbable tale of star-crossed
lovein 1928 China. Valentina lvanovaand her 16-year-old daughter, Lydia, White Russian refugees, live in
grinding poverty in the International Settlement of Junchow, subsisting off whatever presents Valentina can
charm from gentlemen admirers and the profits Lydia makes from pawning stolen goods. When Lydia
inadvertently attracts the unwelcome attentions of a criminal gang, the Black Snakes, she finds arescuer in
Chang An Lo, an English-speaking Communist and kung fu master. Danger is never far asthetwo fal in
love. Lydiastravails are mirrored by those of Theo Willoughby, the British headmaster of her school. Theo's
struggle to preserve his school and his happy life with his Chinese mistress, Li Mei, drives him to collude
with Li Mei's estranged father—the leader of the Black Snakes—to run opium into Junchow. Violenceis
more prevalent (and graphic) than sex, and the narrative has extended periods of inertia during which thereis
much action, but not of the plot-advancing sort. Despite these flaws, Furnivall vividly evokes Lydia's
character and personal struggles against a backdrop of depravity and corruption. (Aug.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Kate Furnivall was born in Wales and currently livesin Devon, England. Married and the mother of two
sons, she has working in publishing and television advertising. She drew inspiration for The Russian
Concubine from her mother’ s experiences as a White Russian refugee in China.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Parker:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Russian Concubine. Y ou can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Russian Concubine. Y ou can
add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Paul Howard:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. Thefirst
thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
book untitled The Russian Concubine can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.



Tessie Springfield:

Precisely why? Because this The Russian Concubine is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
way. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | had been you | will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Doyle Swoope:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Russian Concubine was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of abook, you can feel enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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