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Pramukh Swamiji, one of the most inspiring spiritual leaders of modern times
and the fifth spiritual successor of Bhagwan Swaminarayan, is the inheritor of a
legacy of enlightened gurus that goes back to the early nineteenth century.
Pramukh Swamiji became, through a chance meeting, friend to one of India's
most eminent citizens, the eleventh president of India, Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
and together they created an unparalleled fellowship of science and spirituality.
In Transcendence, Dr Kalam, with his co-author and pupil Arun Tiwari, maps a
journey of self-realization reflected in the compassionate eyes of Pramukh
Swamiji, painting a delightfully open-hearted portrait of the fusion of spirituality,
science and leadership. His candid vignettes from life on the centre stage of
Indian technology and societal missions, Indian politics and world affairs are
interwoven with revelations of a profound connection with Swamiji. He
describes how his path has been illuminated by Swamiji's words and his
inspirational, loving presence. Through the life of Pramukh Swamiji and the
transnational work of the BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha, Dr Kalam traces the
contemporary concerns of the Indian diaspora across the world and the emerging
Indian identity of a capable, right-thinking and hardworking people. Drawing
from the lives of great scientists and creative leaders, Transcendence captures the
essence of all religions and is as much a fountain of inspiration and a treasury of
wisdom as it is a tribute to the multi-faith, pluralistic Indian society.
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Pramukh Swamiji, one of the most inspiring spiritual leaders of modern times and the fifth spiritual
successor of Bhagwan Swaminarayan, is the inheritor of a legacy of enlightened gurus that goes back to the
early nineteenth century. Pramukh Swamiji became, through a chance meeting, friend to one of India's most
eminent citizens, the eleventh president of India, Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and together they created an
unparalleled fellowship of science and spirituality. In Transcendence, Dr Kalam, with his co-author and pupil
Arun Tiwari, maps a journey of self-realization reflected in the compassionate eyes of Pramukh Swamiji,
painting a delightfully open-hearted portrait of the fusion of spirituality, science and leadership. His candid
vignettes from life on the centre stage of Indian technology and societal missions, Indian politics and world
affairs are interwoven with revelations of a profound connection with Swamiji. He describes how his path
has been illuminated by Swamiji's words and his inspirational, loving presence. Through the life of Pramukh
Swamiji and the transnational work of the BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha, Dr Kalam traces the contemporary
concerns of the Indian diaspora across the world and the emerging Indian identity of a capable, right-thinking
and hardworking people. Drawing from the lives of great scientists and creative leaders, Transcendence
captures the essence of all religions and is as much a fountain of inspiration and a treasury of wisdom as it is
a tribute to the multi-faith, pluralistic Indian society.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam was born and raised in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. His passion for learning led him
from humble beginnings to the prestigious Madras Institute of Technology, where he became an aeronautical
engineer. After a brief stint at the Defence Research and Development Organization of India (DRDO), Dr
Kalam joined the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO), where he became the project director for
India's first Satellite Launch Vehicle (SLV-3), which placed the Rohini satellite in orbit. Later, he rejoined
the DRDO and played a pivotal role in the development of India's ballistic missile systems. He eventually
rose to become the scientific advisor to the defence minister of India and was later appointed as principal
scientific advisor to the Government of India, with the rank of a cabinet minister, involved in policy and
strategy to transform India into a developed nation and a nuclear weapons state. Dr Kalam is the recipient of
many national and international awards, including honorary doctorates from forty-eight universities all over
the world. He received India's highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratna, in 1997. Widespread recognition,
coupled with his extensive national service, made Dr Kalam a popular choice for high office, and he became
the eleventh president of India in 2002. His popularity has endured, and he is still affectionately called the
'people's president' for bridging the gap between high office and the common people. In addition to the
autobiography Wings of Fire, Dr Kalam has written many books, and most of them are household names:
India 2020: A Vision for the New Millennium, Ignited Minds: Unleashing the Power within India,
Envisioning an Empowered Nation: Technology for Societal Transformation, Indomitable Spirit, Target 3
Billion: PURA: Innovative Solution Towards Sustainable Development, Turning Point, Governance for
Growth in India, A Manifesto for Change and Beyond 2020: A Vision for Tomorrow's India. ∗∗∗ Arun
Tiwari did his master's in mechanical engineering from G.B. Pant University and joined the Defence
Research & Development Laboratory (DRDL) at Hyderabad as a missile scientist in 1982. He was airframe
designer and project manager (system integration) in the first three AKASH missile developmental flights. In
1992, on becoming chief of DRDO, Dr Kalam decided to develop civilian spin-offs of defence technology
and appointed Prof. Tiwari as the programme director. As a member of Dr Kalam's team, Arun Tiwari set up
the first link of Pan-Africa e-Network of Telecommunications Consultants India Ltd (TCIL). The network
now connects universities and hospitals across the African continent with their Indian counterparts. In 1999,
Arun Tiwari co-wrote Wings of Fire, the autobiography of Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. The book became a
modern classic, going into thirty reprints and selling more than a million copies. It has been translated into
eighteen languages. He has written twelve books since then. Arun Tiwari is currently consulting to evolve
the blueprint for FDI in the defence sector and towards the creation of a strong Defence Technological
Industrial Base (DTIB) in India. He is an adjunct professor in the School of Management Sciences,
University of Hyderabad.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Davis:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Transcendence: My Spiritual Experiences with
Pramukh Swamiji was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Transcendence: My Spiritual



Experiences with Pramukh Swamiji is not only giving you much more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book Transcendence: My Spiritual Experiences with Pramukh Swamiji. You never
truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kay Roberts:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you get
it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen in
you if you take Transcendence: My Spiritual Experiences with Pramukh Swamiji as your daily resource
information.

Michael Crew:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Transcendence: My Spiritual
Experiences with Pramukh Swamiji that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Transcendence: My Spiritual
Experiences with Pramukh Swamiji become your own personal starter.

Cynthia Haynes:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Transcendence: My Spiritual Experiences with Pramukh Swamiji
was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.
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