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Look closely at any typically “American” article of clothing these days, and you
may be surprised to see a Japanese label inside. From high-end denim to oxford
button-downs, Japanese designers have taken the classic American look—known
as ametora, or “American traditional”—and turned it into a huge business for
companies like Uniglo, Kamakura Shirts, Evisu, and Kapital. This phenomenon
is part of along dialogue between Japanese and American fashion; in fact, many
of the basic items and traditions of the modern American wardrobe are alive and
well today thanks to the stewardship of Japanese consumers and fashion
cognoscenti, who ritualized and preserved these American styles during periods
when they were out of vogue in their native land.

In Ametora, cultural historian W. David Marx traces the Japanese assimilation of
American fashion over the past hundred and fifty years, showing how Japanese
trendsetters and entrepreneurs mimicked, adapted, imported, and ultimately
perfected American style, dramatically reshaping not only Japan's culture but
also our own in the process.
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Look closely at any typically “American” article of clothing these days, and you may be surprised to see a
Japanese label inside. From high-end denim to oxford button-downs, Japanese designers have taken the
classic American look—known as ametora, or “ American traditional”—and turned it into a huge business
for companies like Uniglo, Kamakura Shirts, Evisu, and Kapital. This phenomenon is part of along dialogue
between Japanese and American fashion; in fact, many of the basic items and traditions of the modern
American wardrobe are alive and well today thanks to the stewardship of Japanese consumers and fashion
cognoscenti, who ritualized and preserved these American styles during periods when they were out of
vogue in their native land.

In Ametora, cultural historian W. David Marx traces the Japanese assimilation of American fashion over the
past hundred and fifty years, showing how Japanese trendsetters and entrepreneurs mimicked, adapted,
imported, and ultimately perfected American style, dramatically reshaping not only Japan's culture but also
our own in the process.
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Editorial Review

Review

Entertainment Weekly

“Japan's exalted status in the fashion department seems like a given now—even non-sartorially inclined folks
likely know Japanese brands like Comme des Gar¢ons and Uniglo or could recognize the trendy look of the
Harguku neighborhood. But perhaps less well-known is the fascinating decades-long dial ogue between
American and Japanese men's fashion that Marx skillfully explores here...It's riveting to follow as men swap
their austere student uniforms from Japan'simperialist days for chicer garb, no longer ashamed to care about
style.”

San Francisco Chronicle
“You'd be wise to put Ametora at the top of your 2016 style reading list.”

People
“A fascinating cultura history.”

GQ.com

“From perfect replicas of military jackets to denim made on old-school shuttle looms, the men's style scene
in Japan was, at one point, atime capsule of classic Americana. But what caused that shift post-WWI11? And
how did it come to be that Japan often produces better versions of distinctly American designs (see: the
bomber jacket, al forms of denim) than we do? [The] new book, titled Ametora: How Japan Saved
American Style, answers these questions while unpacking this fascinating relationship between these two far-
flung cultures.”

B.J. Novak, Wall Street Journal, One of the best books of the year

“Ametoraby W. David Marx traces the craze for American fashion after World War 11 in Japan, but it
quickly becomes larger than that. It's a fascinating window into how fashion, culture and history intersect;
you end up learning about several things at once.”

Wall Street Journal
“Mr. Marx writes with the understanding of how rich his material is. The scenes and the style trendsin his
book are not only interesting but often absurd.”

New York Times, Men's Style section

“In a step-by-step account, Mr. Marx traces the history of this cross-cultural sartorial phenomenon, from the
Brooks Brothers-influenced ‘ vy League' look introduced by the fashion magnate Kensuke Ishizu in 1959 all
the way up to Tokyo's neo-traditionalist designers of recent years.”

William Gibson, author of Neuromancer and The Peripheral

“A fascinating, finely-observed, highly readable history of the wonderfully unlikely rescue of iconic 20th
Century American menswear by the Japanese who loved it when we no longer did. | had of course been
aware that this had happened, but had never expected to see it reconstructed by a cultural historian of W.
David Marx's very evident skill.”



Simon Reynolds, author of Rip it Up and Start Again: Postpunk, 1978-84

“W. David Marx is our most insightful observer of the pop culture traffic between Japan and the U.S.A.
Focused on fashion, Ametora tells the fascinating, intricate story of how Japan—the most style-obsessed
country on earth—has beaten Americaat its own game, in the process established itself as the world's
leading nation for curation, simulation, and mutation.”

Grant McCracken, anthropologist and author of Culturematic and Chief Cultural Officer
“Thisiswhat happens when areally smart person takes on areally interesting topic. Japanese culture and
fashion come shining into view.”

Bruce Boyer, author of True Style

“W. David Marx's Ametora answers the questions | had about the history and direction of menswear in
Japan, and his research and analysis will undoubtedly be the authoritative word on the subject for yearsto
come. Thisisamarveloudly written, important, and necessary read for any student of global fashion today.”

Gideon Lewis-Kraus, author of A Sense of Direction

“W. David Marx's Ametora is a careful, complex, wildly entertaining cultural history of the highest caliber.
This book will obviously be of immediate and considerable appeal to Japanophiles, classic-haberdashery
connoisseurs, and other assorted fops, but its true and enormous audience ought to be anyone interested in
the great hidden mechanisms of international exchange. In an age overrun with hasty jeremiads about the
proliferation of global monoculture, Marx has given us quite alot to reconsider. Ametorais areal pleasure.”

MensJournal.com

“W. David Marx's Ametora: How Japan Saved American Style is afascinating cultural history that tells the
story of how the country emerged from the Second World War and took now-iconic American styles—from
the Ivy League look to classic workwear — made them their own, and maybe made them better.”

New York Journal of Books
“Exhaustive, analytical, intellectual, and thoroughly researched.”

Vogue.com

"Uniglo. Visvim. Comme des Garc¢ons. Ever wonder why some of Japan's pre-eminent fashion houses
produce blue jeans, penny loafers, and cashmere sweaters? Historian W. David Marx looks into the
phenomenon in his new book that explores the cross-pollination between American style and Japanese taste.”

Japan Times
“Sartorially savvy and rigorously researched, Ametorais a smart account of Japan's engagement with
Americathrough the lens of menswear.”

Kirkus

“Wholly intriguing... an important contribution to readers understanding of cultural authenticity, the use of
branding in mediato sell consumer goods, and how representations of masculinity and rebellion evolvein
the consumer marketplace.”

About the Author

W. David Marx isawriter on Japanese fashion, music, and culture. A former editor of the Tokyo—New

Y ork street culture magazine Tokion, his articles have appeared in GQ, Harper's, The Fader, and Nylon. He
holds a bachelor's degree from Harvard in East Asian Studies and a master's degree in business and
commerce from Keio University. He livesin Tokyo.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Hamlin:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ametora: How Japan Saved
American Style, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to missit? What
kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Alan Coleman:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because all this time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Ametora: How Japan Saved American Style can be your answer since it can be read
by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Loren Hatmaker:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the world. By the book
Ametora: How Japan Saved American Style we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Ametora: How Japan Saved American Style. Y ou can
more appealing than now.

Robert Hill:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book iswritten or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On this modern era
like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Ametora: How Japan Saved American Style when you needed it?
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