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Based on historical case studiesin Chicago, John J. Betancur and Janet L. Smith
focus both the theoretical and practical explanations for why neighborhoods
change today. As the authors show, a diverse collection of peopleincluding
urban policy experts, elected officials, investors, resident leaders, institutions,
community-based organizations, and many others compete to control how

nei ghborhoods change and are characterized. Betancur and Smith argue that

nei ghborhoods have become sites of consumption and spaces to be consumed.
Discourseis used to add and subtract value from them. The romanticized image
of "the neighborhood" exaggerates or obscures race and class struggles while
celebrating diversity and income mixing. Scholars and policy makers must
reexamine what sustains this image and the power effects produced in order to
explain and govern urban space more equitably.
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Based on historical case studiesin Chicago, John J. Betancur and Janet L. Smith focus both the theoretical
and practical explanations for why neighborhoods change today. As the authors show, a diverse collection of
people including urban policy experts, eected officials, investors, resident leaders, institutions, community-
based organizations, and many others compete to control how neighborhoods change and are characterized.
Betancur and Smith argue that neighborhoods have become sites of consumption and spaces to be consumed.
Discourseis used to add and subtract value from them. The romanticized image of "the neighborhood"
exaggerates or obscures race and class struggles while celebrating diversity and income mixing. Scholars and
policy makers must reexamine what sustains thisimage and the power effects produced in order to explain
and govern urban space more equitably.
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Editorial Review
Review

"This book takes a fresh look behind the numerous social science representations of Chicago to reveal how
they actively shape neighborhoods as they are taken up by the public and private sectors . A definite must
read for urban scholars.”

--Susan Saegert, The Graduate Center of the City University of New Y ork

About the Author

John J. Betancur is a professor of urban planning and policy at the University of Illinois at Chicago. Janet L.
Smith is an associate professor of urban planning and policy at the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Katie Doll:

This book untitled Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit
intoit. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Mary Kenney:

Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Claiming
Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change although doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

TravisMcDonald:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of
Understanding Urban Change guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change as good book not simply by the cover



but also by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Teresa Randall:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto study a book. When you go
through a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Claiming Neighborhood: New Ways of Understanding Urban Change provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.
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