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This book, first published in 1965, describes the British penal system asit existed
in the 1960s. It describes how the system defined, accounted for, and disposed of
offenders. As an early work in criminology, it focuses on differences between,
and changesin, the views held by legislators, lawyers, philosophers, and the man
in the street on the topic of crime and punishment. Walker isinterested in the
extent to which their views reflect the facts established and the theories
propounded by psychologists, anthropol ogists, and sociologists.

The confusion between criminologists and penal reformers wasiinitially
encouraged by criminologists themselves, many of whom were penal reformers.
Strictly speaking, penal reform, according to Walker, was a spare-time
occupation for criminologists, just as canvassing for votes is an ancillary task for
political scientists. The differenceis that the criminologist's spare-time
occupation ismore likely to takea""mora"" form, and when it does so it is more
likely to interfere with what should be purely criminological thoughts.

The machinery of justice involves the interaction of human beingsin their roles
of victim, offender, policeman, judge, supervisor, or custodian, and there must be
aplace for human sympathy in the understanding, and still more in the treatment,
of individual offenders. This book is concerned with the efficiency of the system
as ameans to these ends. One of the main reasons why penal institutions have
continued to develop more slowly than other social servicesisthat they area
constant battlefield between emotions and prejudices. Thisisagreat empirical
study; against which the policy-maker and criminologist can measure progress or
regression in British criminals and punishments.
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This book, first published in 1965, describes the British penal system asit existed in the 1960s. It describes
how the system defined, accounted for, and disposed of offenders. As an early work in criminology, it
focuses on differences between, and changesin, the views held by legislators, lawyers, philosophers, and the
man in the street on the topic of crime and punishment. Walker is interested in the extent to which their
views reflect the facts established and the theories propounded by psychol ogists, anthropol ogists, and
sociologists.

The confusion between criminol ogists and penal reformers was initially encouraged by criminologists
themselves, many of whom were penal reformers. Strictly speaking, penal reform, according to Walker, was
a spare-time occupation for criminologists, just as canvassing for votesis an ancillary task for political
scientists. The difference isthat the criminologist's spare-time occupation is more likely to takea""moral""
form, and when it does so it is more likely to interfere with what should be purely criminological thoughts.

The machinery of justice involves the interaction of human beingsin their roles of victim, offender,
policeman, judge, supervisor, or custodian, and there must be a place for human sympathy in the
understanding, and still more in the treatment, of individual offenders. This book is concerned with the
efficiency of the system as a means to these ends. One of the main reasons why penal institutions have
continued to develop more slowly than other social servicesisthat they are a constant battlefield between
emotions and prejudices. Thisisagreat empirical study; against which the policy-maker and criminologist
can measure progress or regression in British criminals and punishments.
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Editorial Review
Review

“This important book presents a sophisticated, scholarly, and immensely informative description and
analysis of the subject announced in the title, but it isin reality more than the title suggests, and might
perhaps be better described as a treatise on modern crime and punishment with Britain taken as the example.
The author exhibits a rare combination of theoretical interest, anaytical skill, acomprehensive grasp of
relevant research, and detailed knowledge of the workings of the British system. His book should be of great
interest not only to criminologists in his own country but also to those of other countries and especially to
Americans... The book isamajor contribution to the literature of modern penology and deserves wide
reading and careful study.”

—Alfred Lindesmith, American Journal of Sociology

“Thisisauseful, and in some ways unusual, book.... [L]et it be said that Walker’ s lonely eminence gives
him valuable independence. His critical appraisal spares no one (and his demolition of some of Baroness
Wootton's arguments is fully worthy of his adversary) but it is quite clearly based on scientific doubt, and is
expressed in moderate terms. As along cool look at the system it deserves a good welcome.”

—J. P. Martin, The British Journal of Sociology

About the Author

Nigel Walker is Emeritus Wolfson Professor of Criminology and former director of the Institute of
Criminology at the University of Cambridge. He is the author of numerous books, including A Man without
Loyalties; Behavior and Misbehavior; and Aggravation, Mitigation, and Mercy in English Criminal Justice.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do
that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Crime and Punishment in Britain: The Penal System
in Theory, Law, and Practice. All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Sylvia Dasilva:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and



pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Crime and Punishment in Britain: The Penal System in Theory,
Law, and Practice why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Scott Anderson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Crime and Punishment in Britain: The Pena
Systemin Theory, Law, and Practice was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Crime and Punishment in Britain: The Penal System in Theory, Law, and Practice has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Jason Savage:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Crime and
Punishment in Britain: The Penal System in Theory, Law, and Practice.
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