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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Earth Science offers areader-friendly overview of our physical environment for the reader with little or no
exposure to science. The emphasisis on readability, with clear explanations and examples, superb
illustrations by the renowned Dennis Tasa, and an incredible collection of full color photographs and
topographical maps. Topics covered in this highly readable and interesting book are geology, oceanography,
astronomy, and meteorology. For readers needing a basic informational book about Earth Science.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Earth Science Tenth Edition, like its predecessors, is a college-level text designed for an introductory course
that often has the same name as thistext. It consists of seven units that emphasize broad and up-to-date
coverage of basic topics and principles in geology, oceanography, meteorology, and astronomy. The book is
intended to be a meaningful, nontechnical survey for undergraduate students with little background in
science. Usually these students are taking an Earth science class to meet a portion of their college's or
university's general requirements.

In addition to being informative and up-to-date, amajor goal of Earth Science isto meet the need of
beginning students for areadable and user-friendly text, a book that is a highly usable "tool" for learning
basic Earth science principles and concepts.

Distinguishing Features

Readability

The language of this book is straightforward and written to be understood. Clear, readable discussions with a
minimum of technical language are the rule. The frequent headings and subheadings help students follow
discussions and identify the important ideas presented in each chapter. In the Tenth Edition, improved
readability was achieved by examining chapter organization and flow, and writing in a more persona style.
Large portions of the text were substantially rewritten in an effort to make the material more understandable.

Focuson Learning

When a chapter has been completed, three useful devices help students review. First, the Chapter Summary
recaps all of the mgjor points. Next is a checklist of Key Termswith page references. Learning the language
of Earth science helps students learn the material. Thisis followed by Review Questions that help students
examine their knowledge of significant facts and ideas. Each chapter closes with areminder to visit the
Website for Earth Science, Tenth Edition (http://www.prenhall.com/tar buck). It contains many excellent
opportunities for review and exploration.

[llustrations and Photographs

The Earth sciences are highly visual. Therefore, photographs and artwork are a very important part of an
introductory book. Earth Science, Tenth Edition, contains dozens of new high-quality photographs that were
carefully selected to aid understanding, add realism, and heighten the interest of the reader.



Theillustrations in each new edition of Earth Science keep getting better and better. In the Tenth Edition
more than 100 pieces of line art are new or redesigned. The new art illustrates ideas and concepts more
clearly and redlistically than ever before. The art program s carried out by Dennis Tasa, a gifted artist and
respected Earth scienceillustrator.

Focuson Basic Principlesand Instructor Flexibility

Although many topical issues are treated in Earth Science, Tenth Edition, it should be emphasized that the
main focus of this new edition remains the same as its predecessors—to foster student understanding of basic
Earth science principles. Whereas student use of the text isa primary concern, the book's adaptability to the
needs and desires of the instructor is equally important. Realizing the broad diversity of Earth science
courses in both content and approach, we have continued to use arelatively nonintegrated format to allow
maximum flexibility for the instructor. Each of the major units stands alone; hence, they can be taught in any
order. A unit can be omitted entirely without appreciable loss of continuity, and portions of some chapters
may be interchanged or excluded at the instructor's discretion.

Three Important Themes

The newly revised and expanded " I ntroduction to Earth Science”
that opensthetext acquaints students with threeimportant themes
that recur throughout the book—Earth as a System, People and the
Environment, and Understanding Earth.

Earth asa System

An important occurrencein modern science has been therealization
that Earth isa giant multi-dimensional system. Our planet consists
of many separate but interacting parts. A changein any one part
can produce changesin any or all of the other parts—often in ways
that are neither obvious nor immediately apparent. Although it is
not possibleto study the entire system at once, it is possible to
develop an awareness and appr eciation for the concept and for
many of the system'simportant interrelationships. Therefore,
starting with the new section on " Earth System Science" in the
Introduction, thetheme of " Earth asa System" keepsrecurring
through all major units of the book. It isathread that " weaves'
through the chapters and helpstie them together.

Several new and revised special interest boxesrelateto Earth asa



system. To remind thereader of thisimportant theme, the small icon
you see at the beginning of this section is used to mark these boxes.
Finally, each chapter concludeswith a section on Examining the
Earth System. The questions and problemsfound here areintended
to develop an awar eness and appreciation for some of the Earth
system's many interrelationships.

People and the Environment

Because knowledge about our planet and how it worksis necessary
to our survival and well being, the treatment of environmental
Issues has always been an important part of Earth Science. Such
discussions servetoillustrate the relevance and application of Earth
science knowledge. With each new edition thisfocus has been given
greater emphasis. Thisis certainly the case with the Tenth Edition.
Thetext integratesa great deal of information about the
relationship between people and the natural environment and
exploresthe application of the Earth sciencesto under standing and
solving problemsthat arise from these inter actions.

|n addition to many basic text discussions, 22 of the text's special
interest boxesinvolvethe" People and the Environment" theme and
are quickly recognized by the distinctive icon you see at the
beginning of this section.

Under standing Earth

As membersof a modern society, we are constantly reminded of the
benefits derived from science. But what exactly isthe nature of
scientific inquiry? Developing an under standing of how scienceis
done and how scientistswork isathird important theme that
appear s throughout this book beginning with the section on " The
Nature of Scientific Inquiry" in the Introduction. Studentswill



examine some of the difficulties encounter ed by scientists asthey
attempt to acquirereliable data about our planet and some of the
ingenious methodsthat have been developed to over come these
difficulties. Students will also explore many examples of how
hypotheses ar e for mulated and tested as well aslearn about the
evolution and development of some major scientific theories. Many
basic text discussions aswell asa number of the special interest
boxes on " Understanding Earth" providethereader with a sense of
the observational techniques and reasoning processesinvolved in
developing scientific knowledge. The emphasisis not just on what
scientists know, but how they figured it out.

Highlights of the Tenth Edition

The Tenth Edition of Earth Science represent athorough revision.
Every part of the book was examined car efully with the dual goals of
keeping topics current and improving the clarity of text discussions.
People familiar with preceding editions will see much that isnew in
the Tenth Edition. Among the most obvious changes are those
highlighted below.

Expanded Oceanography Coverage

In order to provide more balanced cover age, the oceanography unit
now consists of three chaptersinstead of two: Chapter 12, " The
Ocean Floor" ; Chapter 13, " Ocean Water and Ocean Life"; and
Chapter 14, " The Dynamic Ocean." This change does not represent
a 50 per cent expansion over the previous edition. Rather it involves
the addition of some new material and a modest rearrangement of
topics. In addition to broader coverage, this expanded unit also has
a greater emphasis on how scientists learn about the ocean.
Professor Alan Trujillo of Palomar Collegeislargely responsible for
revising Chapters 12 and 14 and for preparing Chapter 13, which



has a high percentage of new material.
New CD-ROM

Each copy of Earth Science, Tenth Edition, comeswith a new
interactive CD-ROM: GEODe: Earth Science. In addition to a
revised treatment of topicsin geology, the new CD-ROM now
includes broad cover age of the oceans, basic meteor ology, and the
solar system. This greatly expanded cover age includes many new
tutorials, interactive exer cises, animations, and video clips. Every
unit in the text now has a corresponding unit in GEODe: Earth
Science. A special GEODe: Earth Scienceicon appear s throughout
the book wherever atext discussion has a corresponding GEODe:
Earth Science activity.

Other Highlights

- A new feature, " Students Sometimes Ask..." isnow part of every
chapter. A few questions and answers are distributed at
appropriate placesin each chapter and identified by alarge
question mark. They arethekind of questionsinquisitive students
might ask during class sessions and are intended to add interest
and relevance to text discussions. We areindebted to Professor
Alan Trujillo at Palomar Collegefor this excellent idea and for
providing many of the questions and answer s we used.

- Twenty-seven of the special interest boxesare new. Most are
intended to illustrate and reinforcethethreethemesof " Earth asa
System," " People and the Environment," and " Under standing
Earth." The greatest number of new boxes (16) are devoted to the
last of these.

- Earth Science, Tenth Edition now consists of seven unitsrather
than the four units of previous editions. Instead of having all of



geology together in one unit, the material on geology is now
divided into four ...

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Larry Hunter:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity hereislook
different you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Earth Scienceit is quite good to read. There are alot of
folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Carl Speed:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try thisone,
reading books. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Earth Science.

Gina Reiter:

Y ou can obtain this Earth Science by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve troubleif you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
erasimilar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

James Johnson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. Itis
called of book Earth Science. Y ou'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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