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On 26 August 1974, Michel Foucault completed work on Discipline and Punish,
and on that very same day began writing the first volume of The History of
Sexuality. A little under ten years later, on 25 June 1984, shortly after the second
and third volumes were published, he was dead.

This decade is one of the most fascinating of his career. It begins with the
initiation of the sexuality project, and ends with its enforced and premature
closure. Yet in 1974 he had something very different in mind for The History of
Sexuality than the way things were left in 1984. Foucault originally planned a
thematically organised series of six volumes, but wrote little of what he promised
and published none of them. Instead over the course of the next decade he took
his work in very different directions, studying, lecturing and writing about
historical periods stretching back to antiquity.

This book offers a detailed intellectual history of both the abandoned thematic
project and the more properly historical version left incomplete at his death. It
draws on all Foucault’s writings in this period, his courses at the Collège de
France and lectures elsewhere, as well as material archived in France and
California to provide a comprehensive overview and synthetic account of
Foucault’s last decade.
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On 26 August 1974, Michel Foucault completed work on Discipline and Punish, and on that very same day
began writing the first volume of The History of Sexuality. A little under ten years later, on 25 June 1984,
shortly after the second and third volumes were published, he was dead.

This decade is one of the most fascinating of his career. It begins with the initiation of the sexuality project,
and ends with its enforced and premature closure. Yet in 1974 he had something very different in mind for
The History of Sexuality than the way things were left in 1984. Foucault originally planned a thematically
organised series of six volumes, but wrote little of what he promised and published none of them. Instead
over the course of the next decade he took his work in very different directions, studying, lecturing and
writing about historical periods stretching back to antiquity.

This book offers a detailed intellectual history of both the abandoned thematic project and the more properly
historical version left incomplete at his death. It draws on all Foucault’s writings in this period, his courses at
the Collège de France and lectures elsewhere, as well as material archived in France and California to
provide a comprehensive overview and synthetic account of Foucault’s last decade.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Stuart Elden's analytic portrait of Michel Foucault's final years dramatically testifies to the developing
strength and power of critical observation that defined his writing and reflection after the "turn" to sexuality.
Elden integrates, brilliantly, the new Foucauldian topics - governmentality, a concern with neoliberalism and
contemporary economic thought - with persistent intellectual principles of speaking truth to power. Elden's
own thinking sensitively embodies the best critical resources of our period in this elegant consideration,
which belongs on the shelves of serious scholars and students alike.'
Paul A. Bové, University of Pittsburgh and Editor, boundary 2

'Elden has produced a masterful text that reconstructs how a "thinker" thinks between failure and success,
between the possible and the as-yet unimaginable. This is philosophical inspiration at its most poetic height.
Elden teaches us to read Foucault in a new way.'
Eduardo Mendieta, Penn State University

About the Author

Stuart Elden is Professor of Political Theory and Geography at the University of Warwick and Monash
Warwick Professor in the Faculty of Arts, Monash University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Young:

The actual book Foucault's Last Decade has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

John Mallery:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Foucault's Last Decade, you are able to enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Brooke Gafford:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Foucault's Last Decade reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the



book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still skepticism Foucault's Last Decade as good book not merely by the cover but also
from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Virginia Doak:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Foucault's Last Decade we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Foucault's Last Decade. You can more
attractive than now.
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