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There are moments when things suddenly seem strange?objectsin the world lose
their meaning, we fedl like strangers to ourselves, or human existence itself
strikes us as bizarre and unintelligible. Through a detailed philosophical
investigation of Heidegger’s concept of uncanniness (Unheimlichkeit), Katherine
Withy explores what such experiences reveal about us. She argues that while
others (such as Freud, in his seminal psychoanalytic essay, “The Uncanny”) take
uncanniness to be an affective quality of strangeness or eeriness, Heidegger uses
the concept to go beyond feeling uncanny to reach the ground of thisfeeling in
our being uncanny.

Heidegger on Being Uncanny answers those who wonder whether human
existence is fundamentally strange to itself by showing that we can be what we
areonly if we do not fully understand what it is to be us. This fundamental
finitude in our self-understanding is our uncanniness. In thisfirst dedicated
interpretation of Heidegger’ s uncanniness, Withy tracks this concept from his
early analyses of angst through his later interpretations of the choral ode from
Sophocles' s Antigone. Her interpretation uncovers a novel and robust continuity
in Heidegger’ s thought and in his vision of the human being as uncanny, and it
points the way toward what it isto live well as an uncanny human being.
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There are moments when things suddenly seem strange?objects in the world lose their meaning, we feel like
strangers to ourselves, or human existence itself strikes us as bizarre and unintelligible. Through a detailed
philosophical investigation of Heidegger’s concept of uncanniness (Unheimlichkeit), Katherine Withy
explores what such experiences revea about us. She argues that while others (such as Freud, in his seminal
psychoanalytic essay, “The Uncanny™) take uncanniness to be an affective quality of strangeness or eeriness,
Heidegger uses the concept to go beyond feeling uncanny to reach the ground of this feeling in our being
uncanny.

Heidegger on Being Uncanny answers those who wonder whether human existence is fundamentally strange
toitself by showing that we can be what we are only if we do not fully understand what it isto be us. This
fundamental finitude in our self-understanding is our uncanniness. In thisfirst dedicated interpretation of
Heidegger’ s uncanniness, Withy tracks this concept from his early analyses of angst through hislater
interpretations of the choral ode from Sophocles’ s Antigone. Her interpretation uncovers a novel and robust
continuity in Heidegger’' s thought and in his vision of the human being as uncanny, and it points the way
toward what it isto live well as an uncanny human being.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book is an excellent piece of philosophy and scholarship. Withy offers a more complete and compelling
account of the concept of the uncanny (unheimlich) in Heidegger's thought than anything currently available
in the secondary literature. (Taylor Carman, Barnard College)

Thisis asuperb book, remarkable simultaneously for the clarity and insight with which it guides the reader
through some tangled philosophical, psychological, and literary thickets, and for its philosophical depth asa
reading of Heidegger, why Heidegger matters, and how Heidegger’ s work illuminates our own projects and
inquiries. (Joseph Rouse, Wesleyan University)

About the Author
Katherine Withy is Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Georgetown University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joshua Montgomery:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Heidegger on Being Uncanny. Y ou can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a new book Heidegger on
Being Uncanny. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel fed up
to gotothelibrary. Let's study.

Ann Bland:

The book Heidegger on Being Uncanny can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Heidegger on Being Uncanny? A few of you have
adifferent opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Heidegger on Being Uncanny has simple shape neverthel ess,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by wide open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Hender son:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems



coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Heidegger on Being Uncanny is

our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
thisera

Chester Brown:

The particular book Heidegger on Being Uncanny will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
abook. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very suitable to you. The book Heidegger on Being Uncanny is much recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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