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Language Disabilities in Cultural and Linguistic Diversity takes a critical
perspective on traditional bio-cognitive-social approaches to language disabilities
– specific language impairment, communication difficulties, dyslexia and
deafness. A socio-cultural approach orientates a reinterpretation of research,
educational practices and policies in assessment, teaching and intervention. A
Vygotskian framework affords repositioning of assessment, learning and
development for language disabilities as they are influenced and shaped by
experiences of multilingualism, culture, ethnicity and race. The author, rather
than present definitive answers, aims to offer new analyses and extend current
understanding of linguistic phenomena fraught by dilemmas of disentangling
diversity and disability. The volume serves as a source of reflection and inquiry
for students, professionals and policy makers in education and health who are
interested in disability and language disabilities in multilingual and multicultural
contexts.
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Language Disabilities in Cultural and Linguistic Diversity takes a critical perspective on traditional bio-
cognitive-social approaches to language disabilities – specific language impairment, communication
difficulties, dyslexia and deafness. A socio-cultural approach orientates a reinterpretation of research,
educational practices and policies in assessment, teaching and intervention. A Vygotskian framework affords
repositioning of assessment, learning and development for language disabilities as they are influenced and
shaped by experiences of multilingualism, culture, ethnicity and race. The author, rather than present
definitive answers, aims to offer new analyses and extend current understanding of linguistic phenomena
fraught by dilemmas of disentangling diversity and disability. The volume serves as a source of reflection
and inquiry for students, professionals and policy makers in education and health who are interested in
disability and language disabilities in multilingual and multicultural contexts.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book fills a significant gap in the current literature in an original and stimulating way. Deirdre Martin
was among those who recognised at an early stage that professionals such as speech and language therapists
and teachers would need to develop better strategies for working with children with communication and
interaction needs who were learning English as an additional language.

(Tony Cline)

This volume offers a nuanced account of language related disabilities in culturally and linguistically diverse
contexts. It invites a critical rethink of key theoretical and methodological issues regarding multilingualism
and communication disorders. It also provides practical advice to professionals and parents who have to deal
with real-life situations on a daily basis.

(Professor Li Wei, Birkbeck College, University of London)

I must say that it's been difficult for me to put this book down. This is a great book. I like how Martin has
interconnected the various strands of research on bilingual children and their clinical management in speech
therapy with the underlying sociocultural/sociopolitical subtext of speech services to these children.

(Jose Centeno, St. John's University, USA)

This book uses Vygotskian and Sociocultural perspectives to explore issues related to Cultural and Linguistic
Diversity and language disabilities, and considers a wide range of client groups. It is a very thought-
provoking and interesting read which is high on theory and Iowan practicality. (If you want a 'how to' book,
this is definitely not for you!) Overall the book is complex to read, but well worth the effort if your caseload
includes clients with cultural and linguistic diversity and you have a need for a good grounding in the issues
that may arise. It will appeal to therapists already working in this specialist field or those wishing to develop
a specialism in this area.

(Linda Robinson, a highly specialist speech and language therapist with Barnsley Primary Care Trust Speech
and Language Therapy in Practice, Autumn 2011)

Review
This volume offers a nuanced account of language related disabilities in culturally and linguistically diverse
contexts. It invites a critical rethink of key theoretical and methodological issues regarding multilingualism
and communication disorders. It also provides practical advice to professionals and parents who have to deal
with real-life situations on a daily basis.

About the Author
Deirdre Martin is Senior Lecturer in the School of Education, University of Birmingham, UK. She has
extensive experience as an educator and researcher with children and families with language disabilities in



multilingual societies. She was a speech and language therapist in the UK and Peru, co-founded the Royal
College of Speech and Language Therapists' special interest group in bilingualism and has been a specialist
professional advisor. She currently leads postgraduate programmes on language disability and dyslexia for
professionals working in EAL, EFL and bilingual contexts. She has published and presented widely in the
field of language development, disability and bilingualism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Language Disabilities in Cultural and Linguistic
Diversity (Bilingual Education & Bilingualism). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important any book Language Disabilities in Cultural and Linguistic
Diversity (Bilingual Education & Bilingualism). You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jack Cluck:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Language Disabilities in
Cultural and Linguistic Diversity (Bilingual Education & Bilingualism) to read.

Nancy Smith:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Language Disabilities in Cultural and Linguistic
Diversity (Bilingual Education & Bilingualism) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Language Disabilities in
Cultural and Linguistic Diversity (Bilingual Education & Bilingualism) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.



Terry Snider:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is identified as of book Language Disabilities in Cultural and Linguistic Diversity (Bilingual
Education & Bilingualism). You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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