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The Liars' Club brought to vivid, indelible life Mary Karr's hardscrabble Texas
childhood. Cherry, her account of her adolescence, 'continued to set the literary
standard for making the personal universal' (Entertainment Weekly). Now Lit
follows the self-professed blackbelt sinner's descent into the inferno of
alcoholism and madness--and to her astonishing resurrection. Karr's longing for a
solid family seems secure when her marriage to a handsome, Shakespeare-
quoting blueblood poet produces a son they adore. But she can't outrun her
apocalyptic past. She drinks herself into the same numbness that nearly devoured
her charismatic but troubled mother, reaching the brink of suicide. A hair-raising
stint in 'The Mental Marriott,' with an oddball tribe of gurus and saviors, awakens
her to the possibility of joy and leads her to an unlikely faith. Not since Saint
Augustine cried, 'Give me chastity, Lord-but not yet!' has a conversion story rung
with such dark hilarity. Lit is about getting drunk and getting sober, becoming a
mother by letting go of a mother, learning to write by learning to live. Written
with Karr's relentless honesty, unflinching self-scrutiny, and irreverent, lacerating
humor, it is a truly electrifying story of how to grow up--as only Mary Karr can
tell it.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Product Description

The Liars' Club brought to vivid, indelible life Mary Karr's hardscrabble Texas childhood. Cherry, her
account of her adolescence, "continued to set the literary standard for making the personal universal"
(Entertainment Weekly). Now Lit follows the self-professed blackbelt sinner's descent into the inferno of
alcoholism and madness--and to her astonishing resurrection.

Karr's longing for a solid family seems secure when her marriage to a handsome, Shakespeare-quoting
blueblood poet produces a son they adore. But she can't outrun her apocalyptic past. She drinks herself into
the same numbness that nearly devoured her charismatic but troubled mother, reaching the brink of suicide.
A hair-raising stint in "The Mental Marriott," with an oddball tribe of gurus and saviors, awakens her to the
possibility of joy and leads her to an unlikely faith. Not since Saint Augustine cried, "Give me chastity,
Lord-but not yet!" has a conversion story rung with such dark hilarity.

Lit is about getting drunk and getting sober; becoming a mother by letting go of a mother; learning to write
by learning to live. Written with Karr's relentless honesty, unflinching self-scrutiny, and irreverent,
lacerating humor, it is a truly electrifying story of how to grow up--as only Mary Karr can tell it.
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From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Karr performs her brave memoir about alcoholism, getting sober, and getting God in a
confident Texas drawl. Readers familiar with The Liar's Club, Karr's account of her childhood will find
parallels--her descent into alcoholism differs from her mother's addiction only in the details. Karr revisits her
past with rare candor and humor, recounting her role in the disintegration of her marriage to Warren
Whitbread, the reserved scion of a fabulously wealthy family (whose other members are deliciously
skewered here), and her most shameful moments (leaving her feverish toddler to take a long swig from the
bottle of Jack Daniels stashed in the oven). When Karr undergoes a hard-won spiritual awakening through
the combined efforts of AA; her spiritual director, Joan the Bone; and a stay in the Mental Marriott, listeners
will be cheering. A Harper hardcover.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Reviewers agreed that while Karr's memoir could have succumbed to the pitfalls of the addiction-recovery
memoir, it rises above the genre. Juicy, evocative, confessional, poetic, and often darkly humorous, Lit
recounts Karr's dark past in an intimate, easy style. While critics considered Lit a seamless addition to her
previous memoirs, some expressed surprise that it takes a religious turn. A few also commented that the
memoir is tamer and less dramatic than Liar's Club and that it contains some abstract sections about Karr's
relationships. But in the end, Karr—one of our finest memoirists—remains "unswerving in her determination
to face the past and, if possible, transcend it" (San Francisco Chronicle).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ismael Roop:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Lit: A Memoir (P.S.) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Jose Reed:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Lit: A Memoir (P.S.) is simple to develop
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


Catherine Kuntz:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Lit: A Memoir (P.S.) can give
you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Lit: A Memoir (P.S.).

Marie Walsh:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Lit: A Memoir (P.S.) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Lit: A Memoir (P.S.)
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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