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This new Handbook offers a comprehensive overview of current research on
private security and military companies, comprising essays by leading scholars
from around the world.

The increasing privatization of security across the globe has been the subject of
much debate and controversy, inciting fears of private warfare and even the
collapse of the state. This volume provides the first comprehensive overview of
the range of issues raised by contemporary security privatization, offering both a
survey of the numerous roles performed by private actors and an analysis of their
implications and effects. Ranging from the mundane to the spectacular, from
secretive intelligence gathering and neighbourhood surveillance to piracy control
and warfare, this Handbook shows how private actors are involved in both
domestic and international security provision and governance. It places this
involvement in historical perspective, and demonstrates how the impact of
security privatization goes well beyond the security field to influence diverse
social, economic and political relationships and institutions. Finally, this volume
analyses the evolving regulation of the global private security sector. Seeking to
overcome the disciplinary boundaries that have plagued the study of private
security, the Handbook promotes an interdisciplinary approach and contains
contributions from a range of disciplines, including international relations,
politics, criminology, law, sociology, geography and anthropology.

This book will be of much interest to students of private security companies,
global governance, military studies, security studies and IR in general.
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This new Handbook offers a comprehensive overview of current research on private security and military
companies, comprising essays by leading scholars from around the world.

The increasing privatization of security across the globe has been the subject of much debate and
controversy, inciting fears of private warfare and even the collapse of the state. This volume provides the
first comprehensive overview of the range of issues raised by contemporary security privatization, offering
both a survey of the numerous roles performed by private actors and an analysis of their implications and
effects. Ranging from the mundane to the spectacular, from secretive intelligence gathering and
neighbourhood surveillance to piracy control and warfare, this Handbook shows how private actors are
involved in both domestic and international security provision and governance. It places this involvement in
historical perspective, and demonstrates how the impact of security privatization goes well beyond the
security field to influence diverse social, economic and political relationships and institutions. Finally, this
volume analyses the evolving regulation of the global private security sector. Seeking to overcome the
disciplinary boundaries that have plagued the study of private security, the Handbook promotes an
interdisciplinary approach and contains contributions from a range of disciplines, including international
relations, politics, criminology, law, sociology, geography and anthropology.

This book will be of much interest to students of private security companies, global governance, military
studies, security studies and IR in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This handbook is one of the first volumes to utilise a truly transdisciplinary approach to the
privatization of security. In doing so, this handbook provides a vital and necessary contribution to this
field. The volume provides a comprehensive picture of the full range of practices of privatization (from
the everyday security of the individuals to the strategies of firms and their involvement on stakes
regarding the governance of national security). In addition, theoretically, the book challenges the
dualist visions opposing private and publicsecurity, and shows the far reaching consequences for
democracy by discussing these hybrid entities that now populate the new global security assemblages.’
-- Didier Bigo, King’s College London, UK

‘This is an important volume drawing together a wide range of different perspectives to examine
various aspects of private security and its implications for contemporary global society and politics.
The volume’s assimilation of new and established scholars, several relevant disciplines, and distinct
geographical perspectives opens the way for serious conversation about this ubiquitous phenomenon –
and should be on the reading list of anyone seeking to understand it.’ -- Deborah Avant, University of
Denver, USA

About the Author

Rita Abrahamsen is Professor in the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University
of Ottawa. She is author (with M.C. Williams) of Security Beyond the State: Private Security in International
Politics (2011) and Disciplining Democracy: Development Discourse and the Good Governance Agenda in
Africa (2000).

Anna Leander is Professor (MSO) at the Copenhagen Business School and Professor at the Institute of
International Relations at PUC, Rio de Janeiro. She is editor of Commercialising Security in Europe
(Routledge 2013), Business and Global Governance (Routledge 2010), and Constructivism and International
Relations (Routledge 2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

The book Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like available and read a reserve Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about



this guide?

Ron Lauer:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies this reserve consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Melissa Conner:

You can get this Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Eugene Ruano:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies can make you sense more interested to read.
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